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Equatorial Guinea 


Equatorial Guinea: Opposition Leader Moto Calls 
Elections ‘Political Trap’ 


BR2202153296 Madrid ABC in Spanish 22 Feb 96 
p 44 


(Unattributed EFE report: "Severo Moto: ‘I Cannot Take 
Part in Elections That Are a Political Trap’") 


([FBIS Translated Text] Malabo — Equatorial Guinean 
opposition leader Severe Moto, who is the president of 
the Progress Party, will not stand in the presidential 
elections next Sunday — as we already informed 
in yesterday’s issue of our newspaper — because 
he believes "they are a political trap,” according to 
Statements made to the special correspondent of the 
EFE press agency, which is the sole Spanish medium 
authorized by Oblang dictatorship to report on the 
electoral farce. 


"I cannot stand as a candidate in these elections,” Moto 
said, "and I have already informed President Theodor 
Oblang,” because "the minimum conditions required to 
take part in them are lacking and, at the few public 
meetings I have held, the people applauded when I said 
I would withdraw my candidacy.” 


"These elections have started in am absolutely tense 
atmosphere, with the authorities showing extreme anger 
and not allowing citizens to circulate freely through the 
country to communicate their electoral message,” the 
Progress Party’s leader said. Furthermore, he explained 
that he had only been able to hold one rally in Malabo, 
and in three villages on Bioko Island (Fernando Po, the 
site of the capital), with "much difficulty.” 


"I could mention an attempt on my person by the Baney 
district government representative, who almost ran me 
over with his car, and I had to leap back to avoid it. It 
was terrible," Moto said at his party headquarters in the 
Guinean capital. 


Moto added that "today we have not even been able 
to travel to the South Bioko province because the 
government representative there was totally opposed to 
Our visit, so we interrupted the election campaign in 
Malabo and had no choice left but to cross back over to 
the continent. These difficulties in circulating through 
the country were the first sign that the elections were 
being rigged from the very start.” 


Moto explained that "all the political leaders, including 
myself, who traveled to Bata, on the continent, had to 
return two or three days later, and it was then that 
I seized the opportunity to sound people’s opinion. It 
was there that I was surprised — I cannot tell whether 
pleasantly or unpleasantly — to find out that a whole 


CENTRAL AFRICA 1 


people, and all those who spoke to me, expressed their 
wish that I should not stand as a candidate unless 
guarantees were given that the elecuons would be fair.” 


Among other reasons tor withdrawing his candidacy 
from the sham elec'ions, Moto mentioned "intumidation, 
because voting would be public instead of being secret, 
and an atmosphere of persecution in the villages.” 


Equatorial Guinea: Main Opposition Leader, 
Others Withtraw from Elections 


AB2302213196 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 23 Feb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Just three days before Equa- 
torial Guinea's first multiparty presidential and parlia- 
mentary elections and there is considerable disarray. All 
along, the opposition has complained of harassment and 
intimidation by the government authorities of President 
Obiang Nguema. Now, Amnesty International is report- 
ing a wave of arrests of opposition members and offi- 
cials. Already, many of the opposition candidates have 
thrown in the towel and withdrawn, declaring that the 
whole operation is fraudulent, but the government insists 
that they have not pulled out. Our colleague, Anthony 
Goldman, is in Malabo. Elizabeth Ohene asked him how 
many opposition candidates were left in the running: 


[Begin recording] [Goldman] Well, there are just at least 
three more left in the race—the leaders of these small 
parties who say that they are considering the situation. 
Severo Moto, the leader of the Progress Party, pulled 
out last night and another opposition candidate pulled 
out earlier in the week and he is and Moses Mba. The 
government, however, insists that no one has pulled out 
and that everything is going to carry on as normal. 


[Ohene] And when they say everything is going on as 
normal what does that mean? Are they campaigning? 
Can you see it on the streets? 


[Goldman] There are signs of the government's election 
campaign everywhere. There are T-shirts with President 
Obiang’s face everywhere, slogans such as: Obiang An 
Honest Man; Obiang Today, Tomorrow, and Forever, 
and Obiang for Foreign Investments; stickers here and 
there, everywhere, not so much of the opposition. The 
only person I’ve seen who has won a political T-Shirt— 
not supporting the president— actually was wearing a 
T-shirt in favor of President Bongo’s election in Gabon 
three years ago. 


[Ohene] And this fraud that the opposition people are 
accusing the government of, how was is manifested? 
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[Goldman] The main complaint they have is the elec- 
toral census. They say that the voter's roll leaves off 
many of their supporters. Severo Moto was showing 
me this morning his copy of the electoral list. He said 
he want’s on it himself even. So, he said if he wasn’t 
on it then how could he possibly be a candidate in the 
elections? They are also concerned because there is go- 
ing to be no secret ballot. The government's idea is to 
have a table in the polling station and people will col- 
lect photo copies of th2 picture of the candidate they 
want to vote for and pick up that picture and put it in 
the box and that is how voting will be done entirely in 
public and front of the security officials. So, they say 
that is not free and fair. They also say, from the oppo- 
sition point of view, they've been refused permission to 
travel round the country and campaign normally. 


[Ohene] Amnesty International has issued this release 
today as they are talking of people being arrested, they 
are talking of people being harassed. Now, what do you 
make of this? 


[Goldman] Well, I think harassment and intimidation 
of opposition supporters has long been a feature of 
politics in the country, but I think the particular instance 
that Amnesty is referring to is an especially [word 
indistinct] demonstration of the government's paranoia. 
Last weekend, a number of opposition people were 
attending their regular French evening class. A security 
Official was wandering past and looked at the blackboard 
and saw a number of words which he didn’t understand 
On it and saw in between them various acronyms of the 
ruling party and opposition parties and so on — which 
has been the subject the French lesson — and concluded 
that there must be a coup plot in the making, hauled 
them all down to the Interior Ministry where they were 
severely beaten as they [words indistinct] where they've 
been whipped with electric cables. So, certainly yes, it 
did happen and I think it’s possibly part of the cause. 


[Ohene] They talk also of Roman Catholic priests 
being targeted and being forbidden to travel outside 
their parishes. Now, why Roman Catholic priests in 
particular? 


[Goldman] The country is predominantly Roman 
Catholic. In theory, 99 percent of the people follow the 
faith. There have been a couple of instances of priests 
stepping out of law and moving into the area of politics 
and obviously this is why local governors have been 
reluctant to let them travel about and do what some 
of the priests see as their business. But the idea that 
priests are becoming more involved in politics is new 
for Equatorial Guinea and must be a [word indistinct] 
development for the authorities, given the strength of 
the Catholic Church in the country. [end recording] 
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Equatorial Guinea: No Safety Guarantee For 
Withdrawn Opposition Candidates 


LD2402121696 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1100 GMT 24 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) The campaign for the 25 
February elections ended in the former Spanish colony 
of Equatorial Guinea on Friday 23 February. The name 
of the winner is already known: it is current President 
Teodoro Obiang, since he does not have any rivals 
following the withdrawal en bloc of the main opposition 
parties, who have told the people of Guinea that the 
elections on the 25th are a fraud. [passage omitted] 


Before formalizing their withdrawal, candidates Severo 
Moto of the Progress Party and Andres Moises Mba 
of the Popular Union, had an argument with Guinean 
Interior Minister Julio Ndong, who warned them that 
his ministry would not guarantee their safety following 
the formalization of their withdrawal, and also told them 
that they will have to pay the costs of printing their 
candidate’s slips and return the 1.2 million pesetas they 
received from President Obiang last Tuesday to assist 
their campaign. 


Equatorial Guinea: President Mbasogo Appeals for 
Calm in 25 Feb Elections 


AB2402155096 Malabo Radio Nacional de Guinea 
Ecuatorial Network in Spanish 0600 GMT 24 Feb 96 


[Closing campaign speech by President Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo in Malabo on 23 February — recorded] 


[FBIS Summary] Fellow Equatorial Guineans: At 0000 
tonight, the presidential electoral campaign comes to 
an end. During the campaign period, presidential candi- 
dates democratically explained their intentions and pro- 
grams. It is now up to the country’s citizenry to reflect, 
decide, and elect on 25 February the best candidate to 
guide the destiny of our country for the next seven years. 


I am appealing to the people to remain calm and prudent 
during and after the vote, so that the international 
community will appreciate our commitment to the 
process. We have done what we can and hope the 
elections will be valued by Equatorial Guineans and the 
international community. 


Long Live Equatorial Guinea. Up with political plural- 
ism. 
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Equatorial Guinea: Another Candidate Withdraws 
From Presidential Race 


AB2402203396 London BBC World Service 
in Znglish 1705 GMT 24 Feb 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Rather like the 10 green bot- 
tles, presidential candidates for tomorrow’s elections in 
Equatorial Guinea have kept falling off the wall, claim- 
ing the whole process is fraudulent, the voters’ regis- 
ter a fiction, and their campaign subject to harassment, 
intimidation, arrests, and torture by the authorities of 
President Obiang Nguema Mbasogo’s government. The 
field has been drastically reduced as the contenders have 
pulled out. The last one to go announced his with- 
drawal only this afternoon. On the line to Malabo, Yous- 
souf Garad asked our colleague Anthony Goldman how 
many presidential candidates were now left? 


(Begin recording] [Goldman] Well, the latest situation 
now is that all but one of the opposition candidates have 
pulled out. I have just been speaking with the leader of 
the party for the Coalition for Social Democracy and 
he says thai at the last minute he decided it’s just not 
possible to go ahead with the elections. He appealed 
to the government to suspend them for four weeks; 
the government said no. He’s written to the electoral 
commission demanding withdrawal from the race. That 
hasn’t been accepted, but he says he is not in the race. 
So, basically it’s just one opposition candidate and the 
president. 


[Garad] You think the elections will go ahead tomor- 
row? 


[Goldman] The president has actually been insisting 
that the elections should go ahead tomorrow. He says 
if the opposition doesn’t want to take part that’s the 
Opposition’s problem; he has done everything he can to 
make sure that they are free and fair; election observers 
are here, and there is absolutely no question about the 
transparency of the process. 


(Garad] Are there any election campaigning going on at 
the moment? 


[Goldman] The situation in Malabo is rather quiet. 
Election campaigning formally concluded, according to 
the electoral law, yesterday. President Obiang Mbasogo 
held a rally here in Malabo with a number of people 
shipped in from other parts of the country to take part. 
The situation in town is very quiet. It is, of course, 
something of an opposition stronghold, Malabo, and 
there isn’t very much enthusiasm for the poll, especially 
given that nobody really is taking part except one 
Candidate, who is very pretty much universally seen as 
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being reasonably close to President Obiang Mbasogo in 
the first place. 


{Garad] What measures have the government taken to 
prepare the grounds for the elections tomorrow? 


{Goldman} Well, it’s not easy if it comcs to having elec- 
lions, because internal communications are very poor. 
There is not really a telephone network in Equatorial 
Guinea. Roads are very, very poor. What they have done 
in order to try and stabilize the situation is to seal the 
borders and close the ports and airports. The government 
thinks that’s a good idea from the point of view of the 
security of the elections, but it has posed problems for 
other people in the country. There is an American oil 
company which has just started a $100-million invest- 
ment and it needs to bring its materials in, round the 
clock, 24 hours a day, and it’s a little bit concerned; 
it was very concerned at the prospect of the country 
being basically closed for a couple of days, and after 
much to-ing and fro-ing, and arguing, they have special 
dispensation as they have carried on with their work. 


[Garad] How are ordinary people responding to the fact 
that the main presidential candidates have withdrawn 
from the elections? 


[Goldman] I think until voting gets under way tomorrow 
it will be difficult really to judge the situation. There 
isn’t very much enthusiasm for the elecioral process 
anywhere you go in the country. Having said that, a 
lot of people are wearing T-shirts, President Obiang 
Mbasogo’s T-shirts, but then they have been distributed 
freely, and in great numbers by his party, the Demo- 
cratic Party. So, that doesn’t necessarily indicate a great 
commitment to the electoral process. Certainly, a lot of 
Opposition people are confident that many people will 
Stay away tomorrow. [end recording] 


Equatorial Guinea: AFP Reports Voting Under 
Way Despite Boycott 


AB2502132896 Paris AFP in English 
1319 GMT 25 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Malabo, 25 Feb (AFP) — Vot- 
ing got under way Sunday [25 February] in Equatorial 
Guinea’s first multi-party presidential election, despite 
calls for a boycott issued by all but one of the small 
West African nation’s opposition parties. Some 189,500 
people were eligible to cast ballots before the closing of 
polling stations at 6:00 p.m. (1700 GMT). No incidents 
were reported in the first hours of voting in the capital 
Malabo. 


Up for re-election was President Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema Mbasogo, whose Democratic Party of Equato- 
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rial Guinea was previously the only political grouping 
in the former Spanish colony. 


Running against him, after three opposition candidates 
said they would boycott the race to protest alleged fraud 
and intimidation, is Secundino Oyono Anguong Adong, 
of the Social Democratic and Popular Convergence 
Party. 


Legislative elections held in November 1993 were also 
boycotted by most opposition parties. 


Equatorial Guinea’s electoral commission has said it 
would not recognize Sunday’s boycott, and at polling 
Stations in Malabo it was still possible for voters to 
cast ballots for any opposition party. The Organization 
for African Unity, Gabon, Cameroon and a U.S. non- 
governmental organization all have observers monitor- 
ing the elections. 


Equatorial Guinea: Electoral Commission Issues 
Communique on Voting 


AB2502144896 Malabo Radio Nacional de Guinea 
Ecuatorial Network in Spanish 0600 GMT 25 Feb 96 


[Communique issued by the National Electoral Com- 
mission; place and date not given; read by announcer] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The National Electoral Com- 
mission [NEC], with a view to facilitating as much as 
possible the exercise of the right of franchise and per- 
mitting the largest fluidity in voting, wishes to inform 
all voters, election committee members, and NEC offi- 
cials that, according to the provisions of the electoral 
law, any registered voter whose name appears in the 
voters register has the right to vote even if he does not 
have his registration card. 


On the contrary, those who have their voters’ cards but 
whose names do not appear in the voters’ register have 
no right to vote, unless under special circumstances 
or other situations provided for by the law and duly 
verified by the election committee. All registered voters 
who, due to technical problems, could not receive their 
corresponding cards in time, should go for them from 
their polling stations 72 hours after the vote. 


Equatorial Guinea: Government Prohibits 
Gatherings at Polling Stations 


AB2502155496 Malabo Radio Nacional de Guinea 
Ecuatorial Network in Spanish 0600 GMT 25 Feb 96 


[Ministerial Order issued by Interior Minister in Malabo 
on 22 February — read by announcer] 


[FBIS Translated Text] To exercise their fundamental 
rights, voters must be surrounded by all types of 
physical and moral guarantees and security that will 
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permit them to choose from the various possibilities at 
their disposal. In view of the foregoing, it is up to the 
government to take the necessary measures to guarantee 
the peaceful and orderly presence of voters at the polling 
Stations. By virtue of this responsibility, and taking 
into account the provisions of Articles 91-107 and 121 
of Law No. 15/95 of 1 July regulating presidential 
elections in the Republic of Equatorial Guinea, it is 
hereby ordered: 


Article 1: It is strictly prohibited to form groups or 
gatherings likely to hinder, in any way, access of voters 
to polling booths to carry out the free exercise of 
their voting rights or any other legal activity relating 
to the elections. It is also prohibited to carry out 
electoral propaganda around the polling booths or its 
surroundings. 


Article 2: It is prohibited to enter the polling booths 
with weapons, sticks, canes, umbrellas, or any other 
instrument which could cause damage to people, with 
the exception of Armed Forces personnel and members 
of state security forces. Voters, who are seriously 
physically handicapped and find it absolutely necessary 
to use a cane or any other form of support to get to the 
polling booth, can use these, but under no circumstance 
may they cafry weapons or any dangerous objects or 
remain in the polling booth more than the necessary 
time for casting their vote. 


Article 3: Any voter who infringes on these precepts, 
and who does not conform to these measures, shall 
be expelled from the polling station and lose the right 
to vote, without prejudice to any other responsibility 
arising from his action. 


Article 4: The chairman of the election committee 
supported by the state security officials will see to the 
enforcement of this ministerial order. 


Article 5: This ministerial order will enter into force as 
of its publication in the Official Gazette. 


Equatorial Guinea: Order Bans Sale of Alcoholic 
Drinks During Voting 


AB2502161796 Malabo Radio Nacional de Guinea 
Ecuatorial Network in Spanish 0600 GMT 25 Feb 96 


(Ministerial Order issued by the Ministry of Interior in 
Malabo on 23 February — read by announcer] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The holding of the 25 February 
presidential elections ordered by Presidential Decree 
No. 10/96 of 11 January, makes it absolutely necessary 
to adopt all types of measures and provisions for the 
normal running of this very important event. These 
measures include those which permit voters to carry 
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out their civic duties without being under the influence 
of alcoholic drinks and other toxic products. Such 
measures will not only contribute toward guaranteeing 
the normal functioning of voters’ mental faculties, 
but will also diminish, as much as possible, the risk 
of disturbing public peace during the 25 February 
presidential elections. 


Pursuant to this, and by virtue of the prerogatives 
which the legal provisions on public order confer on 
the Ministry of Interior, it is hereby ordered: 


Article 1: All bars and other public establishments 
which sell alcoholic drinks shall remain closed from 
2400 on 23 February to 2400 on 25 February. In 
restaurants, where alcoholic drinks are served, such 
drinks shall be removed from the counters. 


Article 2: It is strictly forbidden to look for alcoholic 
drinks openly or in private during the time frame fixed 
in Article 1. 


Article 3: Civil and military authorities as well as 
public order officers will see to the strict enforcement of 
this ministerial order whose violators will be punished 
according to law. 


Article 4: This ministerial order will enter into force on 
the day of its publication in the Official Gazette. 


Equatorial Guinea: Official—Spain Pays 
Opposition To Withdraw From Poll 


AB2502164196 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 25 Feb 96 


[From "Africa Midi" news program hosted by Jean- 
Claude Franck Medome] 


[FBIS Translated Text] It is polling day in Equatorial 
Guinea today and Equatorial Guineans have been vot- 
ing since this morning to elect a new president of the 
Republic under a multiparty system. The election is said 
to be of no great interest because of the withdrawal of 
Opposition candidates but the government, through San- 
tos Pascual B’komo, secretary of state for information 
who we contacted a few moments ago, is refusing to 
confirm this withdrawal. He told us that elections are 
going on smoothly, and that turnout is quite high. Here 
is Santos Pascual Bikomo: 


[Begin recording] [Bikomo] There is a great turnout in 
all the polling stations, and I can already tell you that 
with what we have seen in the polling stations in Malabo 
and the information we have received from Bata and 
other regions, one can easily say that turnout will be at 
least 65 percent. We shall have the first results by 2100 
tonight because results will reach the National Electoral 
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Commission by fax, and the radio and television will be 
able to give the first partial results to the people. 


[Medome] Mr. Minister, is it not true that there are no 
high stakes, no suspense in this presidential election: 
Does this not now let you regret the withdrawal of the 
Opposition candidates? 


{Bikomo] There has been no official withdrawal of 
Opposition candidates. The latest information we had 
this morning is that Mr. Severo Moto, Mr. Mbada, 
and Mr. Bonaventura received 463 million CFA francs 
from Spain to withdraw from the elections. However, 
you know very well that these three persons had been 
Campaigning, and as late as 23 February, (Ghatiliava), 
Mr. Severo Moto’s secretary geneial, held a rally in 
the Bata district of Mbamingele. We received all this 
information today. Th: efore, at the National Electoral 
Commission there has not been any official written 
notification of withdrawal. There are only rumors for 
which we strongly accuse Spain because Spain is behind 
all these manipulations. 


Radio Exterior de Espana started announcing the with- 
drawal of candidates long before the campaign started, 
but these three candidates held their campaigns up to 
23 February, the last day of the electoral campaign. The 
National Electoral Commission cannot make decisions 
based on rumors circulating around because there has 
not been any official written letter by candidates to the 
National Electoral Commission. [end recording] 


Equatorial Guinea: Voting Ends; Calm 
Atmosphere, Irregularities Reported 


AB2502190396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 25 Feb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program; hosted by 
Kwabena Mensah] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The polls in Equatorial Guinea 
have officially closed within the last couple of hours 
after a day of voting to choose a new president, but 
a mixture of fear and skepticism about the fairness of 
the whole electoral process has whittled the number of 
candidates challenging President Obiang down to two. 
He and his uncle are the only two presidents Equatorial 
Guinea has ever had. On the satellite link now from 
Malabo is our reporter, Anthony Goldman. Anthony, 
what has the turnout been like in today’s voting? 


[Begin recording] [Goldman] Well, in the capital at 
least, it seems to have been rather high. It is difficult for 
an exact figure on it at this time. It’s harder to say what 
happened out in the countryside where, in fact, most of 
the people live. Some of the opposition people that I've 
been speaking to say that one shouldn't read too much 
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into the situation in the capital because peorile have been 
having to vote at their places of work — many o/ the 
civil servants — and students at their schools, and they 
said that there were a lot of people under pressure to 
go to the polling stations and to vote, and they voted 
for the president for fear that otherwise they might lose 
their jobs. 


[Mensah] And do you know when ve might get the 
results from these elections? 


[Goldman] The people that !’ve been speaking to say 
that they are expecting to have unofficial results as 
we go through the evening, through the course of the 
evening, but it’s a little bit unclear, but I expect that 
there should be a formal result pretty early next week, 
although from all the signs that I’ve seen so far, it seems 
almost certain that President Obiang Nguema will have 
a new seven- year term in office. 


(Mensah] And has everything gone smoothly? Have 
there been any hitches? 


[Goldman] Well, the atmosphere has been calm every- 
where that I’ve been to and there’s been no hint of 
violence. In fact, there is an extremely subdued atmos- 
phere, if anything at all, but it certainly couldn’t be said 
that the process has been entirely transparent. In sev- 
eral places that I’ve been to, there has been a series of 
irregularities: People haven't been voting in secret. In 
one case, I saw a woman actually being told or shown 
to vote for President Obiang when she went out to vote, 
and she was told: Pick up this piece of paper and put it 
in the box and there you go. There haven't been oppo- 
sition representatives at any of the polling stations, and 
it’s difficult really to be competent. The few number of 
election observers that have been here actually would 
have been able to have seen half of what has been go- 
ing on. 


[Mensah] I mean given what amounts to an opposition 
boycott, what do you think those who are foreign 
observers are going to be saying about whether this 
election was free and fair? 


[Goldman] Well, some of them have been very tight- 
lipped saying that we have to wait and see what their 
final reports will be, but there are others in the team who 
have witnessed a lot of elections in Africa, and they said 
they have never seen anything quite like this degree of 
manipulation that they say has been taking place, the 
degree of incompetence in some places that has been 
going on. One example is that polling stations in some 
places closed hours before polling was officially meant 
to end, with the local officials saying: Well, we've all 
the votes that we’ve got in our ward so we're going 
home. Many of the voting officials were wearing a party 
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T-shirt for the ruling party and a'so that lacks a certain 
transparency, so I think it’s difficult. 


{Mensah] And, presumably, the opposition candidates 
who pulled out have been sitting at home or twiddling 
their thumbs. 


{Goldman} That’s certainly what they've been doing. 
One of them said that he wouldn't be coming out 
but after a week, he actually said he was a little bit 
concerned about the situation; but although they did 
actually pull out of the elections, the government and 
the National Electoral Commission insisted that they did 
take part and so although they formally said that they 
weren't going to take part, some of them went to the 
voting stations today. All of their ballot papers were 
sull there, vhich inevitably only added further to the 
confusion. [end recording] 


Equatorial Guinea: Incumbent President Mbasoyo 
Votes, Comments on Election 


AB2602122496 Malabo Radio Nacional de Guinea 
Ecuatorial Network in Spanish C600 GMT 26 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Obiang Nguema Mba- 
sogo yesterday went to the poll to exercise his voting 
right in the 25 February presidential elections He cast 
his vote at 1230 at the Polling Station No. 48 of Zone 
A set up for functionaries of the government and the 
Presidency of the Republic. The polling station was lo- 
cated at the headquarters of the Scientific and Techno- 
logical Research Council in Malabo. According to re- 
ports from the polling station, the head of state and the 
first lady exercised their rights by casting their votes as 
simple Equatorial Guinean citizens. Before voting, Mr. 
Nguema picked up the five voting papers corresponding 
to the five presidential candidates and then entered the 
booth to freely and secretly slot into the ballot box the 
voting paper he had earlier selected. After carrying out 
his citizen’s duty and coming out of the hall, the head 
of state answered questions from national and foreign 
newsmen present: 


(Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] Mr. 
President, what could you tell activists of the Demo- 
cretic Party of Equatorial Guinea [PDGE}] in particular 
and to the people in general now that you have exer- 
cised your right as an Equatorial Guinean citizen? 


[Mbasogo] As I said recently in my address to the 
nation, the presidential election marks the end of the 
transition period, but this does not mean the end of the 
democratization process. I appeal to the entire people 
in general and to the PDGE activists in particular to 
massively take part in the present election, because 
it constitutes part of the program worked out by the 
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extraordinary congress of the party held in Bata about 
three years ago. 


(Correspondent, in Portuguese] After the election, what 
type of cooperation will the country maintain with the 
other countries in this multiparty context? 


[Mbasogo] In the Central African subregion, we will 
reinforce our cooperation with our neighbors, because 
we are still a developing country. Our cooperation will 
be based on the exchange of experience in such a way 
that what we find better in Sao Tome :an be emulated 
to help solve our problems. Concerning our cooperation 
with the rest of the world, we (?have already given) 
priority to the Kingdom of Spain. 


(Correspondent, in Portuguese] When are you going to 
reciprocate the visit paid to your country by Sao Tomean 
President Miguel Trovoada? 


[Mbasogo] It depends. My brother, President Trovoada, 
and I agreed on the need for me to reciprocate the 
visit he made to Eouatorial Guinea recently. When an 
agreement is reached on the date through diplomatic 
channels, I will make it. 


(EL SOL correspondent] Mr. President, some opposi- 
tion parties backed your candidacy in the presidential 
election. In case you win it, would you accept these 
parties in your government? 


(Mbasogo] In view of the support I received from many 
political parties, after the results we will organize a 
meeting to analyze how we can form a government. As 
I said recently, we have not yet completed the demo- 
cratic process in Equatorial Guinea. There should be 
understanding, consultations, and dialogue with opposi- 
tion political parties. 


(Correspondent, in French President, I am a Chi- 
nese correspondent. Today's «tion is the first mul- 
tiparty one in the country. Wina. are your impressions 
about it? 


[Mbasogo, in French] My impressions are good because 
no incidents have been reported so far. People are 
participating in the election massively. I think that the 
entire people are conscious of their responsibility in the 
face of the government’s program of action. 
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(Correspondent, in French) Mr. President, as far as 
Equatorial Guinea-China c ,operation is concerned, what 
are your impressions? 


(Mbasogo] I could say that the best cooperation we have 
had so far is the one we maintain with China. This is 
because there are no conditions imposed by China likely 
to disrupt political situation of the country. 


[Correspondent] Mr. President, good morning! The 
Spanish public opinion is following with much attention 
to the present election. What are your first impressions 
now that we are half way through the voting day? 


(Mbasogo] I think that in view of all that has happened 
so far and according to the informction I have gathered 
from various parts of the country, there is a massive 
participation. The people are conscious of what is at 
stake, and I think that this attitude is a demonstration 
of the political maturity of the Equatorial Guinean 
people. Furthermore, it shows that they have perfectly 
un ‘erstood the programs that we all want to implement 
and that they respect the nation’s democratic process. 
We consider our democratic process as a test or an 
apprenticeship we are trying to complete. I have to 
sincerely congratulate the Equatorial Guinean people for 
their maturity. 


[Correspondent] Although it is the secret hallot system, 
you have just voted in public, (?thus drawing people's 
attention). 


[Mbasogo] Well.... 


(Correspondent, interrupting] (7You were seen with the 
five ballot papers)? 


[Mbasogo] I have never said that the voting was public. 
What is important here is the method adopted by the 
parties (provided they are in line with the law). Despite 
what the electoral law or the Constitution says, each 
party has its own way of implementing it. (?PDGE 
activists) have their own way. If a voter thinks that he 
can vote publicly despite the secret system, he can do 
it. [end recording] 
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South Africa: British Liberal MP—Quit Blaming 
Colonialism for Problems 


MB2202154496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1533 GMT 22 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 22 SAPA 
— Those who sought to bleme Africa’s “horrendous” 
troubles on the legacy of colonia) .m were using an 
excuse that was wearing increasingly thin, British MP 
and Liberal International president Sir David Steel said 
on Thursday. 


Colonialism was a thing of the past and in any case 
had not affected countries like Ethiopia and Liberia, 
where effective government had ceased to exist. Those 
countries had never been colonised, he told a meeting 
of the Organisation of African Liberal Parties in Cape 
Town. "It is no use harking on about yesterday when 
we should be concentrating on today and tomorrow," he 
said. 


The root of Africa’s problems lay in the development 
of "personal monarchies", the organised theft of national 
resources and the continent’s destructive flirtation with 
socialism. South Africa’s future as Africa’s most viable 
and solidly founded nation state was being threatened 
by the troubles besetting its neighbours in sub-Saharan 
Africa. 


The debt burden on African states was an insurmount- 
able obstacle for those attempting to reform and re- 
construct their economies. It prevented the economic 
empowerment of communities and ensured continued 
widespread poverty. However, the West was hesitant to 
write off the debt, which exceeded US$146 billion in 
1990, because it feared any extra money in the govern- 
ments’ coffers would find its way into the pockets of 
those countries’ leaders. 


South Africa: Iran Opens First Trade Exhibition in 
Nation 


MB2302204096 Johannesburg SABC 3 Television 
Network in English 1830 GMT 23 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Trade relations with Iran took 
a step forward with the first-ever Iranian exhibition 
in South Africa. The fair was opened by Trade and 
Industry Minister Trevor Manuel. South Africa is Iran’s 
biggest oil customer, buying 200,000 barrels a day, 
bui very little else is imported from Iran and exports 
were less than 200 million rand in 1994. Products at 
the fair range from carpeis and handicrafts to furniture 
and vehicles. Iran sees the South African market as an 
important siepping stone. 


[Begin Iranian Commerce Minisier Yahya ol-Eshaqg 
recording] We feel that South Africa, within the region, 
that is the southern African region, can act as an 
economic gateway for our businessmen, and as you are 
aware we have a very strategic location in the Middle 
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East area and therefore we also can act as a linking 
bridge. [end recording] 


South Africa: Further on Iranian Trade Exhibition 
in Country 


MB2502135896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2307 GMT 24 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 24 SAPA 
— Non-oil trade between South Africa and Iran could 
top US$300 million a year should business links be- 
tween the two countries develop this year, Iranian Com- 
merce Minister Yah: “shaq said on Saturday. 


Iran had ranked « south A.ica’s second largest trading 
partner before th. °79 ‘slamic revolution, but subse- 
quent developmei.. “oth countries had seen non-oil 
trade dropping to an a!7uost negligible amount, he told 
SAPA. The iranians are currently holding a week-long 
trade exhibition at Nasrec [National Exhibition Center], 
outside Johannesburg, in an attempt to boost commer- 
cial relations. 


"We are trying to create an enabling environment 
in which the businessmen of the two countries can 
work together.” South African business appeared quite 
willing to co-operate with Iran's business community, 
despite pressure from the United States to isolate Iran 
economically, he said. 


A bilateral trade agreement drafted by the Iranians was 
also being considered by the South African Government 
and Trade and Industry Minister Trevor Manuel had 
been urged to speed up the process, ol-Eshagq said. Talks 
with Manuel had revolved around increasing trade, 
developing banking relations and technical co-operation. 


Other than increasing trade, the Iranian Government 
also wanted to participate in South Africa’s Reconstruc- 
tion and Development Programme. "We are in a posi- 
tion to assist South Afr‘ca with its rural development 
programme, mainly with the construction of low-cost 
houses and electrification and water projects.” 


Ol-Eshag urged South African businessmen to visit Iran 
and develop closer links with their Iranian counterparts. 
He invited them to participate in the 22nd Teheran 
International Trade Fair to be held in October. "We 
have stressed we would welcome any SA [South Africa] 
commercial delegation or business missions who would 
like to come to our country to learn about our new 
development and capabilities — not only as an *xporter 
of traditional goods, but as supplier of a host of 
manufactured products." 


A top-level Iranian business delegation would soon 
visit South Africa to promote commercial ties, [words 
indistinct] region’s 400 million consumers. 
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South Africa: Iranian Envoy on Trade Links, 
‘Outrageous’ U.S. Response 

MB2602111496 Johannesburg SABC 2 Television 
Network in English 0422 GMT 26 Feb 96 


(Interview with Iranian ambassador to South Africa Mo- 
hammed Sharif Mahdavi by announcer Chris Lands- 
berg in the SABC studio in Johannesburg on the "Good 
Morning South Africa” program — live] 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Landsberg] It’s time now for 
our economic slot, and my guest this morning is Iranian 
ambassador Mr. Mohammed Sharif Mahdavi. I’m sure 
you are aware of the fact that the United States does 
have a problem with South Africa on establishiug such 
close ties with countries like Iran, but Iran and South 
Africa on the other hand say it’s our prerogative and we 
want to forge close ties, especially economically. Good 
morning Mr. Ambassador. 


([Mahdavi] Good morning. 


[Landsberg] How good is South Africa’s relations with 
Iran at the moment? 


[Mahdavi] I believe it is excellent in all ways, especially 
in the field of economy. The two countries are now 
recognizing each other, are getting acquainted with the 
possibilities of each other. 


[Landsberg] Did you attend the trade fair? 


{[Mahdavi] Yes, I was there in the opening of the 
exhibition and also I was there yesterday to see how the 
exhibition is received by the people of South Africa. 


(Landsberg) And how was it received? 


[Mahdavi] I think it was marvelous. Yesterday we had 
the whole hall packed with the people. 


{Landsberg} The Islamic republic reestablished ties with 
South Africa three years ago, but it is argued that our 
trade relations didn’t kick off as favorably as we would 
wish it to. Why is that? 


{[Mahdavi] We started diplomatic relations with South 
Africa just after the inauguration of President Mandela 
and trade, in the field of oil, of course, you know it is 
very well. We are supplying South Africa with more 
than 60 percent of the oil being consumed in South 
Africa. In the field of trade the two countries they must 
work hard to find good market and also, as I mentioned, 
to see what possibilities both countries have. 


[Landsberg] Yes, because prior to this the Iranian 
republic basically had its eyes fixed on Europe and Asia 
and not so much on Africa. 


([Mahdavi] Let me go back to the background of 
relations of Iran and South Africa. South Africa and 
Iran, they had excellent relations during the time of both 
former regimes. Iran was considered the second partner 
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of South Africa in trade. After the Islamic revolution 
in Iran, of course, we severed our ties with South 
Africa and we had attention toward Asian countries and 
Third World countries. With Europe, of course, we have 
relations with Western countries because both during the 
time of the former regime in Iran we were importing a 
lot of industrial things from Europe ... 


{Landsberg, it.terrupting) Mr. Ambassador, just finally 
and briefly, what do you make of the United States’ 
Official response to your relations with South Africa? 


[Mahdavi] I think it is outrageous because even the 
International Chamber of Commerce did not agree. We 
can see that all European countries, Asian countries, 
they haven't listened to this. They are now doing 
business with Iran and I don’t see any reason that South 
Africa should be pressurized so much. 


|[Landsberg]) Thank you very much, Ambassador. 
Thanks for joining us this morning. 


South Africa: Mandela Cuts Appearance Short for 
Talks With Buthelezi 


MB2502200396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1925 GMT 25 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} STELLENBOSCH Feb 25 
SAPA — President Nelson Mandela cut short his 
appearance at a Red Cross fund raising banquet in 
Stellenbosch on Sunday night to hold urgent talks 
with Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi about continued violence in KwaZulu-Natal. 


After delivering his speech, he told guests who had paid 
R10,000 [rands) a table towards the Red Cross Chil- 
dren’s Hospital Trust, that he had asked the organisers 
to leave early as he had “another engagement’. 


"People are dying in KwaZulu-Natal. Many men, 
women and children." More than 250 innocent civilians 
had died since the beginning of the year with at least 
60 people dying in the province last weekend, he said. 
"| have to go and discuss this with a very important 
political figure tonight.” 


The president’s spokesman said Mandela was due to 
phone Buthelezi. 


South Africa: Mbeki Discusses Need for Regional 
Cooperation 


MB2302155196 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 23 Feb 96 p7 


[Report by Maxwell Pirikisi] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki says regional cooperation is of critical impor- 
tance to the region as a whole "but it cannot succeed in 
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an atmosphere characterised by tensions and suspicion 
and these need to be addresscu as a matter of urgency.” 


Mbeki was speaking to NEW NATION at the close 
of a Southern African Construction Industry Initiative 
(SACII) conference in the Johannesburg last weekend. 
He said whereas the successful development of the re- 
gion lies in firmer Cooperation among southern African 
States than presently being demonstrated, the "biggest 
enemy" thwarting the region’s march forward was the 
apparent lack of trust among neighbouring countries. 


Said Mbeki: "If we (in South Africa for example), still 
carry this belief that our neighbours are not genuinely 
co-operative, then regional co-operation may never be 
realised. We still believe in crossing borders and saying 
that what other governments are doing is wrong but 
when we see other people come to us and say they 
believe the ANC is mismanaging certain issues, we 
sometimes don’t seem to be ready to learn.” 


The right-hand man of President Nelson Mandela urged 
regional governments to take advantage of the prevail- 
ing peace and stability and work together to fully de- 
velop southern Africa. 


"We perhaps need to come back to that old tradition of 
round-table debates over issues like how South Africa 
relates to its neighbours. Are people talking to us while 
we only respond nicely when we are in agreement with 
them, and when we differ with their views, we not only 
ignore them but start boasting of our seeming strength 
— whether social, economic, political or otherwise?’ 
Mbeki asked. 


Of the on-going negotiations for a bilateral agreement 
between South Africa and the European Union Mbeki 
Said regional interests must be addressed directly to 
avoid an agreement which may be beneficial to South 
Africa "but inimical and militating against the progress 
of other countries in the region.” [passage omitted] 


And while the influx of professionals from across the 
region into the “Rainbow Nation" might be welcome 
initially the social implications of the aftermath spell 
disaster not only for South Africa, but also for neigh- 
bouring economies whose governments will continue 
suffering under the blitz of brain-drainage. 


To date, both the World Bank and the Development 
Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA) have expressed con- 
cern at the seeming slow pace and reluctance with which 
several African governments are implementing develop- 
mental programmes. 


The two financial institutions which were represented 
at the SACII Conference, pronounced their readiness 
to financially assist southern African governments in 
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their efforts to curb job-search flights by their nationals 
— provided they introduced reconstruction programmes 
with greater fiscal discipline. 


SACII, together with the DBSA are currently consid- 
ering lobbying for the ratification of protocols of co- 
operation between SACII member states. The club also 
wants to investigate the main constraints which may 
have hampered the development of viable national con- 
struction Capacity in respective countries. 


[Department of Public Works official Sivi] Gounden, 
discussing the "regionalisation of the RDP [Reconstruc- 
tion and Development Program)", with special reference 
to the construction industries in southern Africa, pro- 
posed that the principles of South Africa’s RDP "be 
extended to include neighbouring states” for the benefit 
of the country and its neighbours. 


"In other words,” he said, “the construction industries 
of African states would develop a set of operating and 
business practices to ensure that in the provision of 
construction goods, they also realise the more qualitative 
developmental objectives of the RDP." 


These, according to Gounden, would then open the con- 
struction markets, level the playing fields for construc- 
tion companies in different countries, standardise proce- 
dures under which development projects will be funded, 
facilitate the movement of construction firms as well as 
personnel and contribute towards creating a more equi- 
table process of development. 


Said Gounden: "The RDP is not merely about the 
provision of houses, services and other facilities, it 
requires the qualitative transformation of the industry 
so that certain basic objectives such as providing jobs, 
housing telecommunications and transport, developing 
human resources and building the economy, can be 
met.” 


However, he said, the principle benefits of the RDP 
when extended throughout the region would come from 
the active universal participation of all sectors of the 
southern African economy. Public, sector funding was 
essential to kick-start the development process and to 
create an operating framework for construction work 
more proficiently. 


Gounden cautioned that while the RDP will have 
a positive impact on South Africa, the economies 
of neighbouring states could suffer in the long run 
if the RDP is not extended to them. In the past, 
he said, imbalances in the regional economy often 
meant development for South Africa gave rise to 
the under-development of her regional partners. The 
scenario could not only resurface but worsen should 
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countries like Lesotho, Botswana and Zimbabwe adopt 
development schemes similar to the RDP. 


In another perspective, Gounden said, inequalities such 
as the skewed distribution of wealth and other resources 
in the regional economies give rise to poverty, unem- 
ployment and other social ills, which eventually impact 
on South African primarily and the region in the long 
term. 


And as a result of the in construction supply required by 
RDP, neighbouring countries might find their construc- 
tion sectors depleted of appropriate professional skills as 
technical supervisory and managerial staff turn to South 
Africa for more attractive opportunities. 


South Africa: Deputy Mbeki Opposes Formation of 
KwaZulw/Natal Kingdom 


MB2402182696 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 24 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Deputy President Thabo Mbeki 
says the ANC is opposed to the IFP’s [Inkatha Freedom 
Party] repeated call for the establishment of a kingdom 
in KwaZulwNatal. 


Addressing a meeting of minority communities in 
Durban, he said the ANC respected traditional leaders, 
but was opposed to the manner in which the IFP 
defined the kingdom. Mr. Mbeki claimed that the IFP 
wanted to undermine the authority of democratically- 
elected leaders in favor of traditional leaders. He said 
an example of this was the proposed local government 
structure for rural areas, known as regional councils, of 
which all amakhosi [traditional chiefs} would become 
automatic members. 


Earlier, Mr. Mbeki told another ANC meeting at La 
Mercy, north of Durban, that some ANC councilors 
in certain provinces were already asking for bribes in 
order to deliver services to the people. He said that 
revealed a shortcoming in the selection of candidates, 
and warned KwaZulu/Natal ANC members not to do 
the same. Later today Mr. Mbeki will visit Maphumulo 
area near Stanger to brief the tribal community on the 
rural local government model. 


South AFRICA: Mbeki Launches ‘Ambitious’ RDP 
Project in Transkei 


MB2402185296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1522 GMT 24 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) UMATATA Feb 23 SAPA 
— Deputy President Thabo Mbeki on Friday formally 
launched a [number indistinct] [rands] billion Eastern 
Cape Reconstruction and Development Programme de- 
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livery project at a function at the Umtata City Hall in 
Transkei. 


The project, regarded as one the province’s most ambi- 
tious, is aimed at priority development in the Transkei 
towns of Umtata, Cala, Butterworth, Mount Ayliff and 
Port St Johns. It is the first stage of a planned R8 billion 
development plan to transform the forme, homeland into 
a tourist mecca. 


Mbeki said the project highlighted the need for trans- 
formation of the government into an efficient instrument 
to deliver services to its people. The main goals of the 
programme were to restore administration in key areas, 
delivery of infrastructure, safety and security, and con- 
fidence in the criminal justice system. 


A project management team, which includes Errol 
Spring, the former mayor of both East London and 
Umtata, as well as financial, local government, business, 
technical, and policing experts, was also named at the 
launch and given the task of carrying out the project's 
obectives. 


Mbeki said the government and public service had to 
move away from being driven by rules to being driven 
by results. The training of public servants had in the past 
been about learning the law and regulations. "Now we 
need public servants who are problem solvers, strategic 
thinkers, initiators, efficient and effective and ethical 
development activists," Mr Mbeki said. 


Although the needs of the region could not be met by 
the R1.2 billion allocated, it was a start. Mbeki said 
the project was a short-term strategy to stabilise the 
region which had huge economic potential. The short- 
term strategy would have to be linked to a medium 
and long-term strategy, he said, adding investment and 
infrastructure would be the keys to unlocking tourist and 
agricutural potential. 


South Africa: Mbeki Addresses Forum on Growth, 
Development Strategy 


MB2602124096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1215 GMT 26 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 26 SAPA — 
The public and private sectors had to increase non- 
gold exports about 10 percent a year and make major 
investments if South Africa was to reach a six percent 
growth rate by 2000, Deputy President Thabo Mbeki 
said on Monday. 


The immediate challenge was to ensure that the up- 
swing in the economy continued and strengthened be- 
yond 1997, Mbeki said at the Inter-Governmental Forum 
[IGF] on the National Growth and Development Strat- 
egy in Cape Town. 
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Unemployment had become South Africa’s greatest 
problem, and was an obstacle to delivering services and 
preventing crime. The National Growth and Develop- 
ment Strategy would take the RDP [Reconstruction and 
Development Program] forward by setting out steps to 
accelerate growth and development. This would help 
reduce poverty and unemployment, and "improve the 
quality of life of our people", Mbeki said. 


Cross-sectoral goals in the IGF’s working programme 
reflected those of the RDP, RDP Deputy Director Gen- 
eral Bernie Fanaroff said before the summit. These in- 
cluded employment, economic growth, providing basic 
services, improving literacy and numeracy and access 
to national income and resources. 


In his address, Mbeki said achieving those targets would 
require a package of properly sequenced interventions. 
These involved significant trade-offs, compromises and 
sacrifices, major budget shifts, fiscal discipline, major 
gains in productivity, civil service restructuring, tariff 
reform and a transition period of hard work to achieve 
a competitive economic plateau, he said. 


The growth and development strategy draft document 
showed five sectors of the economy would drive future 


employment creation: 


— manufacturing to meet basic needs and for export; 


— land and agricultural reform, especially small-scale 
farming; and 


— construction and engineering and the financial and 
administrative services. 


The IGF was dealing with a document that covered 
the work done until now. Deadlines had been set 
for January, March and June when the labour market 
commission’s report was expected. 


"But by April we believe that we will have a far more 
complete document on the table, because most of the 
work will be finished by March. There will only be a 
few things outstanding for June,” Fanaroff said. 


The present economic growth was low in creating em- 
ployment, but was in line with “international trends 
where manufacturing and service industries grow with- 
out creating a lot of jobs". What was needed was in- 
creased employment and rapid (economic) growth. 


A six percent growth rate was not enough to make a 
dent in unemploymer.: figures. This would still leave at 
least 17 percent of the population unemployed by 2020, 
he said. 
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South Africa: Commissioner—Police Still Target of 
Spying 

MB2202180796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 

1748 GMT 22 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) PRETORIA Feb 22 SAPA 
— The SA (South Africa] Police Service [SAPS] was 
still being spied on, Commissioner George Fivaz said 
On Thursday in reaction to Justice Minister Dul'ah 
Omar’s denial of National Intelligence Agency [NIA] 
involvement in such activities. 


"The SAPS and I still believe that the SAPS is the 
target of unconstitutional, systematic and sustained 
surveillance," Fivaz said in a statement in Pretoria. He 
added he had at no stage blamed any official agency for 
this surveillance. 


Earlier in the day Omar, who also is responsible for in- 
telligence, told reporters in Cape Town allegations of 
NIA spying on Fivaz and senior police officers were 
false. Listening devices discovered in the offices of two 
provincial commissioners had in fact been installed by 
the previous occupants of the offices and not by the NIA, 
Omar said. These were among the conclusions of an in- 
ternal investigation by representatives of the NIA, the 
SA Secret Services, the police and the defence force. 
Their report has been submitted to President Nelson 
Mandela, the Cabinet committee on security and intelli- 
gence, the national intelligence co-ordinating committee 
and parliament’s joint committee on intelligence. 


Fivaz said he had taken note of the report’s conclusions, 
adding it would unethical to comment in detail at this 
stage. He however said he felt compelled to point out no 
evidence had yet emerged to indicate the police were not 
being spied on. "I have at no stage blamed any official 
agency for this unconstitutional surveillance, because 
of the multiplicity of interested parties seeking access 
to police information." 


Fivaz said one crucial issue remained unresolved: "Is it 
possible and acceptable for a full-time civil servant to 
gather information on the top structure of the police in 
his private capacity?" 


Claims of spying on senior police were published after 
former Vlakplaas operative turned NIA agent Dirk 
Coetzee allegedly told police Supt H T Moodley he 
had been assigned the surveillance task. Omar said 
allegations by the media were not factually founded. 
"(They) rested on a deduction that because Mr Dirk 
Coetzee was employed by NIA, he collected information 
on police members in his official capacity,” Omar said. 
"Supt Moodley’s report to national Commissioner Fivaz 
also stated it as a fact that Coetzee was given the task — 
meaning he had been ordered — to collect information 
on the SAPS. 


"He (Moodley) later conceded to the investigation com- 
mittee that Coetzee could have said that he (Coetzee) 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-96-038 
26 February 1996 


had a task to collect information on members of the 
SAPS — meaning a self-imposed task," Omar said. 


Fivaz said the issue should not only be viewed from the 
angle of whether certain technical information had been 
correctly reported or not. It should instead be examined 
on the basis of all relevant and available evidence. "It is 
clear the entire issue will only be satisfactorily resolved 
by the widest and most comprehensive investigation of 
all the evidence of unconstitutional surveillance,” Fivaz 
said. 


This should be the approach of parliament’s intelligence 
committee. Fivaz said he would give his full response 
when appearing before the committee on Monday [26 
February). 


Omar said the internal investigation was not the end of 
the matter. Apart from the parliamentary committee's 
Own investigation, Mandela would appoint an indepen- 
dent judicial inquiry. The intelligence community would 
co-operate with both i. ‘estigations, Omar said. 


South Africa: Premier Calls for National Summit 
on School Disputes 


MB2302161696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1545 GMT 23 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PETERSBURG Feb 23 SAPA 
— Certain aspects of the Potgietersrus school dispute 
would have to be dealt with at a national summit 
meeting because similar situations were arising in other 
parts of the country, Northern Province Premier Ngoako 
Ramatlhodi said on Friday. 


He told a media briefing in Pietersburg a request by 
the governing body of Potgietersrus primary school 
for permission to establish a private Afrikaans-medium 
school on part of the school property would be referred 
to President Nelson Mandela immediately. The school’s 
governing body and a number of parents have been 
resisting a court order compelling the school to enroll 
black pupils. 


Addressing the media after four hours of talks with Free- 
dom Front leader Gen Constand Viljoen, Conservative 
Party leader Dr Ferdie Hartzenberg and provincial Na- 
tional Party leader Andre Fourie, Ramatlhodi said it was 
his government’s view the Constitution did not make 
provision for the establishment of a private school on a 


public school’s property. 


However, the matter of "cultural sc as urgent, 
and he believed it had to be resolve iediately at 
national level as it was at issue in various parts of the 
country. "We will propose that a national summit be 
held to deal with this issue once and for all,” he said. 
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Ramatlhodi described Friday's talks as cordial with 
several points of agreement and some radical differences 
of opinion. He said he had reaffirmed governing bodies 
had full authority to run their schools as they saw 
fit, providing there was no racial discrimination. His 
government would not interfere with school governance 
which complied with the Constitution. 


Meanwhile, the legal position was that the 157 black 
and white pupils who reported for classes on Friday 
would remain at the school and tuition would be given, 
Ramatlhodi said. The fact that a Constitutional Court 
ruling on the position of the enrolled black pupils was 
still being awaited would not affect the situation, he 
said. 


In an interview after the media briefing, Viljoen said 
the genuine desire of white parents to protect their cul- 
ture had been misrepresented in the media as extremist 
Afrikaner racism. "This is not true. We as Afrikaners 
have been systematically disempowered nolitically, and 
attempts are now being made to do this in the educa- 
tional field as well.” 


Afrikaners wanted to retain the right to decide how 
their children should be educated. Viljoen said Afrikaner 
culture could only be adequately protected if it was 
separated from other cultures, because Afrikaners were 
strongly outnumbered. 


Hartzenberg insisted the Constitution made provision 
for state schools with a specific cultural character. This 
trend was evident all over the world, and there were in- 
ternational conventions which supported the principle. 
Fourie said there were obviously different interpreta- 
tions of the interim constitution, and education matters 
would have to be clarified in the final constitution. 


Ramatihodi stressed negotiations remained open. Man- 
dela was reluctant to become involved but had offered 
his assistance in facilitating a suitable resolution of 
the dispute. Education MEC [member of the Execu- 
tive Council] Dr Aaron Motsoaledi said his department 
would remain in constant touch with Education Minis- 
ter Sibusiso Bengu on the Potgietersrus issue. 


South Africa: ANC Praises Supreme Court Ruling 
Allowing Blacks in School 


MB2502140196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2322 GMT 24 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PETERSBURG Feb 24 SAPA 
— The African National Congress in the Northern 
Province on Saturday hailed the Supreme Court ruling 
that black children had to be allowed to attend the 
Potgietersrus school as a landmark. 
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ANC provincial secretary, lan Madikoto, said it was 
a decision which should be welcomed by all patriotic 
South Africans, because it gave hope to all parents 
of securing entry to schools for the [word indistinct) 
government to make certain th at no public funds were 
used in paying the legal costs of the school’s governing 
body, which had opposed the entry of black pupils and 
was seeking leave to appeal against the supre e court 
finding. 


On Friday (23 February], Northern Province Premier 
Ngoako Ramatlhodi said that the 157 white and black 
pupils enrolled at the school would remain there despite 
the fact that a decision on the matter sought from the 
Constitutional Court was still pending. 


After a meeting with Ramatlhodi on Friday, Freedom 
Front leader Constand Viljoen said the heavily outnum- 
bered Afrikaners had been systematically disempowered 
politically and this was now being done in the field of 
education. Conservative Party leader Dr Ferdi Hartzen- 
berg, who also attended the meeting, insisted that pro- 
vision be made for state schools with a specific cultural 
character. 


South Africa: Union Says De Klerk Responsible for 
NP Leaders’ Actions 


MB2202160896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1550 GMT 22 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 22 SAPA 
— Abe Williams is not fit to hold public office and 
F W de Klerk must take full responsibility for the 
actions of senior leaders in his National Party [NP], the 
National Education, Health and Allied Workers’ Union 
[NEHAWU] said in a statement on Thursday. 


Nehawu was commenting on the raids on Welfare and 
Population Development Minister Williams’ home and 
offices by staff of the Office for Serious Economic 
Offences. Williams has since resigned. 


"De Klerk owes it to the nation to fully account for the 
actions of Williams — the token resignation of Williams 
will thus not suffice. 


"Only a full account into corruption in National Party 
circles will do,” Nehawu said. 


The union "saluted" MEC [member of the Executive 
Council] Ebrahim Rasool for “having the political will 
to take on fraudsters and fraud syndicates" operating in 
the social service and welfare department. Rasool on 
Wednesday claimed responsibility for initiating investi- 
gations into Williams’ affairs. 
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South Africa: NP Accuses ANC of ‘Unilaterally’ 
Suspending Session 


MB2402173796 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 24 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Party [NP] has 
accused the ANC of unilaterally suspending the parlia- 
mentary program in order to complete the constitution- 
writing process. 


NP chief whip Hennie Smit says while he supports 
the finalization of the constitution on time, the ANC 
acted undemocratically by not consulting with minority 
parties on the issue. Parliament will adjourn after the 
presentation of the budget on 13 March, and will only 
reconvene for a day-long session on the 28th. The rest of 
the time, up to 9 May, will be taken up with finalizing 
the constitution. Constitutional Development Minister 
Roelf Meyer said earlier the process will be evaluated on 
14 March, after which a decision will be taken whether 
Or not to extend the deadline beyond 9 May. 


South Africa: DP Leader—Government Riddled by 
Corruption, Inefficiency 


MB2202155496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1522 GMT 22 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} LADYSMITH Feb 22 SAPA 
— The government was riddled with inefficiency, 
dishonesty and corruption, which was destroying South 
Africa’s future, Democratic Party [DP] leader Tony 
Leon said on Thursday. 


"These unabated abuses have done almost as much to 
undermine the progress South African citizens have 
made toward becoming a non-racial, successful society 
as the legacies of the past,” Leon said at a public meeting 
in [words indistinct] in KwaZulu-Natal. 


Hypocrisy was pervasive in government departments, 
which appeared intent on spending ratepayers’ money 
without bothering to perform. Of particular concern 
was the government's failure to combat crime and 
corruption. 


"It seems the government has been so busy reorganising 
the police service and outfitting them in new uniforms, 
they’ ve forgotten to secure our streets, cars and houses 
from the criminal army which is seizing and occupying 
them,” Leon said. 


Recent cases of corruption suggested the government 
was becoming tore of a liability than a service. 
Leon said the devolution uf government powers to the 
provinces would only succeed once corruption had been 
stopped. "While your government is getting fuller than 
a tick on a [words indistinct], your representation and 
voice are dwindling,” he said. 
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Angola 
Angola: UNITA’s Savimbi ‘Ready’ for Summit 
Meeting With Dos Santos 


MB2402160696 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 24 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, 
president of the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola [UNITA], is ready for another summit 
meeting with His Excellency Jose Eduardo dos San- 
tos, president of the Republic of Angola. This was re- 
vealed by official sources. According to the sources, ex- 
perts from UNITA and the government are making last 
preparations so the meeting can take place in an African 
country common of agreement. The meeting will allow 
UNITA and the government to bring their stances closer 
on the problems facing Angola. This week, the United 
States encouraged the two Angolan leaders to hold a 
fourth summit meeting. 


Angola: UNITA Says FAA Violating Cease-Fire in 
Bie Province 


MB2302140796 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 23 Feb 96 


i BIS Translated Text] A National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] soldier was abducted 
in Chissamba, Bie Province, on 17 February. Our 
correspondent Eusebio Nicolau reports that the soldier 
was abducted by an Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] unit 
from the city of Kuito that infiltrated UNITA areas 
in Bie Province, in violation of the cease-fire. On 20 
February, another FAA unit from Catabola attacked 
a UNITA military position in Lisusu, 15 km from 
Catabola, and killed a UNITA soldier, captured one 
named Jose Luciano, and seriously injured another. 
The UNITA Military Command in Bie Province is 
concerned about this bad atmosphere that may hinder 
the confinement of its soldiers in Andulo and has 
protested to the UN Angola Verification Mission-3 
[Unavem-3] about the incidents. Unavem-3 Commander 
Phillip Valery Sibanda visited Andulo and confirmed 
the situation. Eusebio Nicolau quotes military sources 
as saying that more effective measures will be taken to 
prevent similar incidents. 


Botswana 


Botswana: Masire Comments on SADC Trade 
Relations With U.S. 


MB2402204296 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1910 GMT 24 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The president, Sir Ketumile 
Masire, says political stability is now emerging as one 
of the greatest assets in the southern African region. 
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He said this at the Bipitso hall this morning when an 
American business delegation, led by U.S. Secretary 
of Commerce, Mr. Ronald Brown, met with African 
business people to lay the ground for a future trade 
partnership. Sir Ketumile said all governments in the 
region are paying particular attention to creating a 
conducive climate for attracting foreigr investment. He 
said they are liberalizing exchange controls as well as 
access to work and resident permits, and reducing tax 
burdens on investors. He said the region is ready for 
foreign investment and trade with the United States, but 
he regretted that southern Africa has not succeeded in 
attracting enough direct foreign investments with the 
region receiving only 3 percent of the total foreign 
investments that was meant for the developing world. 


Sir Ketumile said there are signs that the region is begin- 
ni-g to draw a modest share of foreign investment. He 
Said if the trend continues, all the countries are poised to 
benefit because of political stability, economic reforms, 
unrestricted repatriation of profits and dividends, and 
guarantees against nationalization of private enterprise. 
[passage omitted on Ron Brown’s comments] 


Lesotho 


Lesotho: Border Issues Agreement Reached With S. 
Africa 


MB2402145996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1349 GMT 24 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] MASERU Feb 23 SAPA — 
Government ministers from South Africa and Lesotho 
on Friday met in Maseru to discuss cross-border raids 
and stocktheft. 


A joint statement issued after the talks said the meeting 
was held in a cordial atmosphere and was characterised 
"by frankness and free exchange of opinions". The 
Statement said this was significant because of the 
acrimonious nature of the problem which had resulted 
in the loss of human lives, stock and other property 
on both sides of the border. Ministerial meetings were 
an expression of the political will by both governments 
to resolve the problem and their condemnation of the 
unlawful acts that had characterised the situation. 


The meeting resolved and recommended: 
— that contact at the highest level be maintained; 


— that contact at an operational level be maintained on 
a daily basis until the problem had been solved; 


— that the commissioners of police on both sides 
complete a joint report on the events of February 3, 
when 14 Lesotho nationals , allegedly members of 
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a stock raiding party, died in a shootout with South 
African Police; 


— that ongoing joint criminal investigations be com- 
pleted speedily so that the matter may proceed to court; 
(words indistinct] questions related to impounding and 
branding of animals be attended to in order to reduce 
stocktheft on both sides; 


— that chiefs, politicians and other authorities assist the 
police and other members of "the disciplined forces” in 
identifying thieves; 

— that stock illegally held on both sides be returned to 
their owners; 


— that ongoing operations by the police and armies 
of both countries continue and, where necessary, be 
strengthened; 


— that the joint extradition treaty signed by the two 
countries in Cape Town put into effect as soon as 
possible; 


— that legislation pertaining to stocktheft and related 
crimes be reviewed on both sides with a view to 
compatibility; and, 


— that structures for the systematic reporting of stock- 
theft be created. 


The meeting was a follow-up to another held on 
February 15 in Cape Town. 


Madagascar 
Madagascar: National Assembly Approves 1996 
Budget 
EA2402163396 Antananarivo Radio Nationale 
Malagasy Network in Malagasy 0400 GMT 23 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Malagasy MP’s approved 
the 1996 budget at Tsimbazaza Palace last night. The 
budget amounts to 5.438 billion Malagasy francs this 
time. In general terms, the MP’s expressed satisfaction 
at the programs to be implemented. All the people's 
aspirations are now incorporated into the budget, due 
to the various amendments made, they said. [passage 
omitted] 


Mozambique 
Mozambique: Railroad Announces Outcome of U.S. 
Corn Theft Inquiry 


MB2302202596 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 23 Feb 96 


("Communique" issued by the Mozambique Railroad 
Board of Directors in Maputo; date not given) 


(FBIS Translated Text] Some of the corn donated 
by the United States to Mozambique was stolen in 
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Maputo Harbor. The CFM [Mozambique Railroad] 
Board of Directors set up a commission of inquiry 
to investigate the issue. The commission conducted 
a detailed investigation into the theft, working with 
the relevant authorities. In view of the complexity 
of the case and the need to not disturb the criminal 
investigation, the deadline set initially by the CFM 
Board of the Directors for the completion of the inquiry 
had to be extended and it is now possible to announce 
the main findings of the inquiry, which are as follows: 


1. The corn offloaded in Maputo harbor was delivered to 
the various businessmen in accordance with a list drawn 
up by the Industry, Commerce, and Tourism Ministry. In 
some instances the corn was transported from the harbor 
warehouses by trucks, wagons, and other transportation. 


2. Some businessmen received more corn than the 
amount allocated to them. 


3. Corn was removed from the harbor without following 
proper procedures or control measures. 


4. A number of workers from the CFM, other state 
institutions, and private companies were involved in the 
theft of corn. 


5. The theft of corn was carried out through falsification 
of exit permits and other documents. 


6. In view of this, the following decisions were made: 


A. Organizational measures: Some alterations were 
made in the port structure and inspection has been 
reinforced. 


B. Disciplinary measures: The head of Zone D has been 
dismissed and two other port workers currently detained. 


7. For their failure to maintain proper supervision and 
control, the following officials have been dismissed: the 
head of Port Operations, the head of the General Cargo 
Handling Department, the head of the Programming and 
Boarding Department, and the head of Zone 1 and his 


deputy. 


8. Not only CFM workers have been detained, but those 
from private institutions and civil servants suspected of 
involvement in the theft of corn as well. The harbor 
director personally assisted in the investigations and 
these are continuing in other institutions. The harbor 
director has been dismissed since there is no good 
reason for him continue in his post. 
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Mozambique: Former Renamo Official Links Party, 
Chimwenjes 


MB2502151596 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 25 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Mozambique National Re- 
sistance [Renamo] received the first 10-man group 
of Zimbabwean dissidents, Chimwenjes [Torch], at 
Muzuamaua Base in Manica Province in 1983. This was 
said in Dombe yesterday by Simao Luis Chambene, 
who described himself as a former Renamo military 
counterintelligence chief at No. 4 Region in Machaze. 
Simao Chambe!: made these allegations when Manica 
Provincial Governor Artur Canana was presenting two 
Chimwenjes captured by police in Zomba. Chambene 
said former Renamo officials are commanding Zimbab- 
wean dissidents. 


Mozambique: Unamo Official Says Opposition 
Should Unite Against Frelimo 


MB2202160696 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
19 Feb 96 p3 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Carlos Bonde, Unamo 
[Mozambican National Union] national political com- 
missar, said in Beira that the opposition should unite 
under Renamo (Mozambique National Resistance] to 
challenge Frelimo (Mozambique Liberation Front] in 
the local government elections in the first phase, and in 
the general elections scheduled for 1999 in the second 
Stage. 


Bonde said, "Unamo believes efforts should be made 
for the opposition to join hands with Renamo because 
Frelimo still is mismanaging the country. If we organize 
with Renamo, even if Frelimo is ruling the country, 
we will be successful in the local government elections 
and this will prepare us for success in the next general 
elections." 


Bonde added, "we are fed up with false promises. 
The population goes hungry, while Frelimo ‘sharks’ 
are still involved in corruption. The opposition has 
a fundamental role to play in this process, and the 
people are waiting for v > only the opposition 
can save this ship. To we have to organize 
ourselves. I am not saying we should form a coalition 
with Renamo. However, we should work with them 
since Renamo is the country’s major opposition party 
and are better positioned than us at the national level." 
[passage omitted] 
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Mozambique: Muslims Demand Return of 
Nationalized Property 


MB2602112496 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
22 Feb 96 pl 


[FBIS Translated Text] In a message addressed to 
all Muslims on occasion of Eid Ul Fitre, and read 
in the Mahotas Ferroviario field, Maputo, yesterday, 
the leadership of Mozambique’s Muslim Community 
insisted in demanding that the government return the 
property nationalized from churches. 


The message reads: "We reiterate our appeal to the 
Mozambican State, particularly His Excellency Pres- 
ident Joaquim Alberto Chissano, to create an inter- 
ministerial commission to solve the problems of prop- 
erty belonging to religious institutions, particularly Mus- 
lims, nationalized 20 years ago during the proletarian 
revolution and in a socialist atmosphere." 


In another development, the document states: "we hail 
the Muslim deputies’ initiative in making efforts to 
secure, through the Assembly of the Republic, the Eid 
Ul Fitre and Ide Ul Adha days as national holidays, 
since they are important dates in the Muslim calendar. 
This puts an end to discrimination as compared to the 
Catholic Church." 


The message also hails the initiative of Foreign Minister 
Leonardo Simao and his deputy Frances Rodrigues 
for their contribution in seeking assistance for the 
Muslim Cultural Center, which it describes as "the most 
important monument to be erected in the Mozambican 
Capital." 


The message notes, "Mozambique is today a peaceful 
country in which peace, solidarity, and brotherhood is 
consolidating. Muslims feel the need to have a political 
and cultural place in the wider Mozambican nation." 


Mozambique: Provincial Governor Says Dissidents’ 
Goal Not Zimbabwe 


MB2602132196 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 
1100 GMT 26 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The governor of the central 
Mozambican Province of Manica, Artur Canana, has 
accused the former rebel movement, Renamo [Mozam- 
bique National Resistance] of using the Zimbabwean 
dissidents known as Chimwenjes [Torch] to make it 
impossible for the government's program to be im- 
plemented in the area. The Mozambique news agency 
quotes NOTICIAS paper as saying that Mr. Canana 
made the accusation at the weekend when he addressed 
a meeting in the Renamo stronghold of Dombe. He said 
the real purpose of the Chimwenjes was not to wage 
war against the Government of Zimbabwe but to (?step 
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up) instability within Mozambique in order to bring 
discredit on the government that had emerged from 
the Mozambican elections held in 1994. Mr. Canana 
said the Climwenjes were being used to hold back the 
socioeconomic development projects contained in the 
five-year program with the idea of harming Frelimo 
(Mozambique Liberation Front] in the next elections 
scheduled for 1999. Canana also attacked Renamo par- 
liamentary deputies, claiming that they were inciting the 
population to violence and rebellion against the legally 
established government. 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: CDC Head—Investment To Continue 
Despite Political Problems 


MB2302131696 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 23 Feb 96 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Phesheya Vilakati] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Commonwealth Develop- 
ment Corporation (CDC) yesterday threw its weight be- 
hind the Kingdom with a commitment to continued in- 
vestment despite the current political environment. CDC 
chairman Lord Cairns said their commitment to con- 
tinue investing in the country has not been affected by 
the prevailing political atmosphere. 


CDC is a major stake holder in the country’s economy 
and only last year committed a further investment of 
E100 [emalangeni] million during His Majesty King 
Mswati III’s visit to London. 


In an interview last night at the Mountain Inn during a 
cocktail party in his honour, Lord Cairns said CDC is 
not involved in the political situation of the Kingdom. 
"It is not for us to determine the political atmosphere of 
the country,” he said. 


Lord Cairns added: "There is absolutely no reason for 
us to stop investing in the country.” He urged the nation 
to decide on what can be done to enhance development. 


"It is not for the foreigners to decide on the country’s 
future," he said. He said foreigners should leave every- 
thing to Swazis to decide how they want their country 
to be run. "It is a fact that foreigners should refrain from 
interfering. There is nothing you can do about that,” said 
Lord Cairns. 


He said for the Kingdom to develop faster, strategies 
of becoming part of the wider community should be 
considered. "The country should think of how to become 
part of the region,” he said. 


Lord Cairns also confirmed meeting His Majesty King 
Mswati III yesterday afternoon. However, he was re- 
luctant to disclose what he discussed with the King at 
Lozitha Royal Palace. 
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Swaziland: World Bank Grants Two Million 
Emalangeni Loan 


MB2402181896 Mbabane WEEKEND OBSERVER 
in English 24 Feb 96 pp 1, 2 


{Report by Phesheya Vilakati] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The World Bank yesterday 
granted the Ministry of Economic Planning and Devel- 
opment close to E2 million [emalangeni] towards the 
improvement of the Central Statistical Office. 


The Ministry's Principal Secretary Mr Ephraem Hlophe 
confirmed the grant which came at a time when there 
were reports that the World Bank had suspended further 
loans to the Kingdom. 


He said the grant is to enhance the collection analysis 
and dissemination of statistical data within Government. 
Mr Hlophe said the grant will in particular enhance in 
poverty related data so as to facilitate Government's 
design and implementation of policies and institutional 
mechanisms aimed at alleviating poverty. 


"The grant will also be used to purchase electronic 
transport, training equipment and training materials,” he 
added. He said the training equipment will be used to 
train the Ministry's interviewees for surveys and census. 


"The grant will further be utilised to obtain an advisor 
or consultant for the analysis of the recently completed 
Income and Expenditure Survey which is part of the 
Ongoing national Household Survey Programme,” said 
Mr Hlophe. 


He said the grant will be further used to extensively 
train government statisticians in advanced sampling data 
processing involving statistical packages like SPSS, 
SAS and others; survey analysis including forecasting 
exploratory data analysis; linear models; other related 
topics and how these can be implemented. 


Mr Hlophe said the grant will also help in the training 
of junior staff at the Eastern Africa Statistical Training 
Centre in Dar-Es-Salaam, Tanzania, at diploma and 
certificate levels. 


"A further training will be undertaken at the University 
of Cape Town in econometrics at post-graduate level," 
he said. 


Swaziland: Nurses Association Ends Slowdown 
After Government Order 


MB2502163196 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 25 Feb 96 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Maxwell Mthembu] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Manzini — Nurses yesterday 
resolved to suspend the work-to-rule strike, for at least 
one month, with effect from yesterday. 
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The resolution was taken at a nurses meeting held at the 
Bosco Skills Centre. 


This is to allow talks between government and the 
Swaziland Nurses Association (SNA) to continue un- 
interrupted. The decision was taken after the nurses had 
voted on two motions. 


The first motion read: 


1) The work-to-rule continues until such time that all 
nurses have received their overtime allowances. And 
that no patients in the Out Patients Department are 
attended to at odd hours since there is no security. 


2) The work-to-rule strike is suspended with immediate 
effect for a month, to allow negotiations between the 
government and the SNA to continue. 


There were only nine nurses who supported the first 
motion and the majority voted for the suspension of the 
work-to-rule. There were less than two hundred nurses 
who attended the meeting. After the voting, there were 
varying views on when to effect the resolution. 


However, a consensus was reached that Monday would 
not be ideal since it would be interpreted as if they 
had taken such a decision following an appeal by the 
Minister of Health to nurses to end the strike. 


According to a press statement by Health Minister, 
Muntu Mswane, nurses were to resume duties as from 
Monday February 26. Article 6 of the statement read: 
"In view of all these facts the Ministry of Health by way 
of a circular instructed all nurses, without exception, to 
resume normal duties with effect from 26th February 
1996." 


Prior to the decision taken at the meeting, the vice 
secretary general of SNA, Mr Sipho Siphepho, said that 
since the government has decided to take up the matter, 
there was need that they reconsider their stand. 


"If we are to redress the problems that we are facing 
today, there is need to face the Ministry of Labour 
which is responsible for formulating the forms that have 
created problems for us," he said. 


Another speaker from the floor said that it would be 
better if the government were to pay the nurses to 
be paid the same amount of money for their overtime 
allowances since the whole set up was in shambles. 


The nurses also agreed to fill in new forms which 
have been formulated to help curb the problems that 
have come about as a result of the loss of previous 
forms which would help detect the individual delaying 
processing the claims. 
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Swaziland: MP Says Pudemo Inciting Students To 
Strikes 


MB2602080296 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 26 Feb 96 p 96 


[Report by Bongani Mdluli] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mhubhe — Mafutseni Member 
of Parliament (MP), Mr Musa Nkambule has lashed out 
at the People’s United Democratic Movement (Pudemo) 
for allegedly lobbying students of Mhubhe High School 
to engage in a strike. 


Speaking in his capacity over the weekend as the 
chairman of the school committee, Mr Nkhambule 
said he had enough evidence that the organisation is 
currently pushing the students to engage in a strike by 
putting difficult demands to the school administration. 


Mr Nkambule said some of the students also come 
to school with Pudemo T-shirts. He said about two 
weeks ago members of the organisation clad with the 
Organisation’s T-shirts came to the school and held 
talks with certain students to assist them in drafting the 
demands. He said later one of the students confirmed 
that Pudemo had been assisting them in the demands. 


"When I enquired from the student, he told me that the 
has been holding talks with members of the organisation 
in Manzini before coming to the school". 


Mr Nkambule wo is a former Lecturer of the Univer- 
sity of Swaziland (Uniswa) later invited Pudemo Presi- 
dent, Kislon Shongwe and secretary general, Dominique 
Mngomezulu to a public debate about the subject. He 
said he is not against the organisation but was totally 
opposed to the strategy of using students. Mr Nkambule 
appealed to parents of students at the school to advise 
their children to stick to education and politics later. 


"I invite both Kislon and Dominique to an open debate 
about the use of students in achieving political goals. In 
fact what is more painful is that most of the Pudemo 


stalwarts hold degrees and are very educated as they ’ 


finished their education smoothly. 


"Why don’t they not give the students a chance to learn. 
For instance if they can assume power, how would they 
feel in leading an uneducated nation. Really I am not 
against Pudemo but their strategy on students. I hope the 
two executive members will respond to my invitation on 
the debate,” he said. 


Both Mngomezulu and Shongwe could not be contacted 
for comment. 
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Ghana 


Ghana: Rawlings Meets With Vice President of 
Rwanda 


AB2302164396 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 23 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The president, Flight Lieu- 
tenant Rawlings, has observed that the most important 
task facing Rwandans now is that of reconciliation. He 
made the observation during discussions with the Rwan- 
dan vice president and minister of defense, Major Gen- 
eral Paul Kagame, at the Castle, Osu. For the story, Tei 
Kitcher: 


(Begin Kitcher recording] In the words of Maj. Gen. 
Kagame, his presence in Ghana is to express the 
appreciation of Rwandans to the government and people 
of Ghana for standing by his countrymen and women 
in their time of need. President Rawlings told Maj. 
Gen. Kagame that Ghana played her part as an African 
country and on the principle that Africa can take care 
of her own. He said, however, that it is unfortunate 
that not too much was received from Africa and the 
international community in Rwanda’s time of need. 
President Rawlings was of the view that the most 
important task facing Rwandans now is reconciliation, 
and Rwandans, as a people, would have to take it 
seriously. He said there is the need to show some 
graciousness in order to defuse tension and speed up 
integration. President Rawlings remarked that it is time 
for Africa to realize her weaknesses and avoid creating 
a situation where others can take advantage of her. 
He said it is unfortunate that the request for Ghana’s 
participation in an international peacekeeping force in 
Burundi cannot be met, because Ghana is overstretched. 
It was President Rawlings’ hope, however, that the 
situation in Burundi will not deteriorate. 


The minister of defense, Alhaji Mahama Iddrisu, briefed 
the president on discussions with the Rwandan delega- 
tion so far. He suggested that a technical committee 
should be set up to map out areas of cooperation be- 
tween Ghana and Rwanda. The deputy minister of for- 
eign affairs, Dr. Mohamed ibn Chambas, expressed the 
view that despite the problems Rwanda had in the past, 
there is an opportunity for reconciliation. There is also 
reason to hope for a multiparty democracy to work in 
Rwanda. [passage indistinct). 


He assured President Rawlings that Rwanda will con- 
tinue with the process of reconciliation. [end reocording] 
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Ghana: Interior Minister Calls kor Peace in 
Techiman District 


AB2302193096 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 23 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister of the interior, 
Colonel Osei-Owusu, has underlined the need for peace 
in the Techiman District following the recent chieftaincy 
Clashes which claimed several lives and property. He 
urged the media to be objective and fair in their reports 
in order to avoid disturbing the calm atmosphere now 
prevailing in the district. Col. Osei-Owusu made the 
call at a briefing with newsmen in Techiman, following 
separate meetings he held with the Techiman Traditional 
Council and the newly elevated chief of (Boyem) and 
his elders at the village. 


Col. Osei-Owusu said his visit to the two main trouble 
spots was to appeal to the traditional authorities there 
to exercise restraint in order to create the necessary 
atmosphere for finding an amicable and lasting solution 
to the problem. He asked the combined police and 
military force now deployed in the area to be fair and 
firm in their operations. 


Col. Osei-Owusu expressed the government's condo- 
lences to the bereaved families. He was accompanied by 
the 2 Brigade commander, Brigadier Joseph Smith; the 
Brong Ahafo regional minister, Mr. I.K. Adjei-Mensah, 
and the regional police commander, Mr. W.A. Kumi. 


Later, the Brong Ahafo regional minister, Mr. Adjei- 
Mensah, together with some members of the regional 
security council visited refugee camps at Tanoboasi, 
Forikrom, and Wenchi where more than 2,000 refugees 
have becn registered. 


Ghana: Newspaper Comments on Remarks by U.S. 
Secretary Brown 


AB2302220296 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 23 Feb 96 


[From the press review] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) THE GHANAIAN TIMES 
comments on the statement by the U.S. secretary of 
commerce, Mr. Ronald Brown, that the U.S. would no 
longer cede the African market to Europe or anyone 
else. The paper says if America is no longer ceding the 
African market to Europe, then America is taking both 
assets and liabilities. 


The assets are plenty and potentially profitable, in the 
form of major natural resources for economic develop- 
ment. The liabilities, says the TIMES, are (?awesome) 
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and in the form of a continent that needs to lift itself 
from the state of oppressed primary producer because 
America’s European friends continue to fail io live, be- 
yond lip service, to their pledges of fair economic part- 
nership and some basic respect. 


The TIMES notes that Europe has technology and 
Africa has natural resources. So, we must engage in 
complementary development, but the paper is sad that 
Africa remains only a market for trade in European 
products. It points out that this is not what we need. 
We want to be a market of producers and consumers, 
to be a real part of the world market. 


The TIMES emphasizes that we want to buy American 
products and sell our products to America, and not just 
primary products but manufactures, too. 


Niger 


Niger: News Agency Resumes Work Following 
24-Hour Closure 


AB2402144096 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 23 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The NIGER NEWS AGENCY 
resumed activities this afternoon after a 24-hour closure 
for nonpayment of taxes. The Internal Revenue Service 
[IRS] agents ordered its closure yesterday evening for 
owing the service 13 million CFA francs for the year 
1995. The amount has not yet been paid but the IRS 
agents had to give in to public pressure. 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Abacha Pleased With U.S. Civil Rights 
Group’s Visit 


AB2502172096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 25 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The head of state, General 
Sani Abacha, has expressed satisfaction with the initia- 
tive taken by a civil rights group in the United States 
to go to Nigeria on a fact-finding mission. Gen. Abacha 
was speaking in Abuja while exchanging views with the 
group who paid him a courtesy visit. He said the visit 
will provide them the opportunity to know the true sit- 
uation in the country. He stated that [the] government 
had nothing hide, and urged the group to feel free to 
Carry Out its investigation. [passage omitted] 


The Nkene [chief] of Nnewi, Chief Emeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu, who was with the delegation, renewed his call 
on the United States to give the Federal Government 
a chance to implement the transition program. Chief 
Ojukwu stated that it is now time for the United States 
to demonstrate its support for democracy in Nigeria 
through moral and financial support. 
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Nigeria: Yeltsin Reportedly Expresses Support for 
Civil Rule Program 


AB2302224196 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 23 reb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The Russian president, Mr. 
Boris Yeltsin, has expressed support for the transition 
to civil rule program in Nigeria. President Yeltsin's 
message was delivered to the head of state, General 
Sani Abacha, in Abuja today, by Russia’s ambassador 
in Nigeria, Mr. Lev Parshin. 


The Russian leader called for the exploration of new 
areas of cooperation between Nigeria and Russia. Pres- 
ident Yeltsin called for a positive resolution of the un- 
finished Ajaokuta steel project which is being handled 
by the Russians. 


Responding to President Yeltsin’s message, Gen. 
Abacha recalled that Nigeria and Russia have had 
historical ties. He said Russia supported the Federal 
Government during the Nigerian civil war. Gen. 
Abacha expressed gratitude for the cooperation and 
understanding, which the Russians have shown, about 
recent events in Nigeria. 


Senegal 


Senegal: Electoral Code Amendment Provokes 
Angry Reactions 


AB2502171296 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 25 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] The new provision in the 
Electoral Code of Senegal, which henceforth abolishes 
independent candidacies in municipai, regional, and 
rural elections, has provoked angry reactions from both 
politicians and the civil society. Abdoulaye Thiam from 
Senegal has the details: 


[Thiam] By amending the electoral code of Senegal with 
this new law which prohibits independent candidacies in 
the upcoming regional, rural, and municipal elections, 
a whole chapter of Senegalese democracy has been 
shaken. In fact, if Senegalese can run for presidential 
and legislative elections as independent candidates, the 
same cannot be applied to other forms of elections. 
Already a lot of people within the civil society and some 
groups of citizens have expressed their disappointment 
with a law that is diametrically opposed to the ideals of 
democracy advocated by Senegalese decision-makers. 


Several associations, especially Bloc Kayinde an entity 
which brings together natives of the Dakar region, are 
trying to organize pockets of resistance to fight what 
they consider to be a maneuver for the exclusion of 
their candidate. Out of this fight they want to engage 
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with the Senegalese legislator is their ardent desire to 
present independent candidates for upcoming elections 
at all levels. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: Army Sent to South To Pursue 
Attackers 


AB2102212996 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 21 Feb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Even as the politicians in 
Sierra Leone have been kick-starting their campaigns for 
the much-debated elections next Monday (26 February], 
there has been a spate of attacks in different parts 
of the country last week in the north of the country 
near Makeni, and now reports are coming through of 
a bloody raid in the south where RUF [Revolutionary 
United Front] rebels have been most active. From Bo 
in southern Sierra Leone, Alhassan Sylla reports: 


(Begin Sylla recording] Nearly 30 civilians are believed 
to have been killed in a supposed rebel attack last 
Sunday [18 February] in the Moyolu town of Moyamba 
District, reports reaching here late confirmed. Five 
victims, including two whose limbs were amputated and 
three who were seriously gutted with machetes, are now 
at the intensive ward of the Bo Government Hospital 
where doctors are (?battling death). 


According to one of the victims, Philip John Bull who 
had his right arm cut off, a large band of marauders 
all dressed in military combat fatigue, entered and 
took control of the town at about 5 PM on Sunday 
[18 February] and claimed that they were government 
soldiers assigned to the area for the purposes of securing 
the area in the forthcoming elections. Not long after, 
John Bull went on, all the assembled town people 
were ordered at gunpoint by the rebels into the native 
court barrack where they were asked to make a choice 
between peace now and elections later or vice versa. 


John Bull said the rebels later siripped naked all able- 
bodied men and women before they were taken into a 
round hut where most of them were butchered to death 
with machetes. Schoolboy Moses Jangati said his left 
arm got amputated when the rebel commando called 
The Killer ordered the executions to stop, and for the 
rest of the victims to be amputated instead. 


This attack, which has come almost within a week 
of the scheduled 26 February general elections, has 
caused considerable concern here. Military sources have 
confirmed the attack, and troops have already been sent 
to the area in pursuit of the assailants. [end recording] 
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Sierra Leone: Commonwealth Observer Views 
Coming Elections, Conditions 


AB2302141796 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 23 Feb 96 


(From the "Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Now, Sierra Leone anu the 
long-awaited elections to return the country to civilian 
rule that are due to take place on Monday [26 February], 
but there has been much debate about whether they 
should happen with the huge problems of dislocation 
and security thrown up by the civil war. Teams of 
foreign observers are in the country to monitor the 
poll. Dr. Moses Anafu is one of 18 sent by the 
Commonwealth. On the line to Freetown, I asked him 
whether he thought a free and fair election could be held 
in the current atmosphere. 


[Anafu] As I speak to you, the Independent Electoral 
Commission has registered something like 1.5 million 
voters. In spite of the instability, in spite of the 
difficulties, I think that if on the election day, they are 
able all — if they are able to turn out to vote, it (?would 
have been) incredible. 


(Wells) Realistically, how much of the country will you 
be able to cover? 


{[Anafu] Well, we have sent our observers to all the 
major centers. They left yesterday, and since the war, 
as you know, many people have migrated to the urban 
centers, and so our people will cover — I would say — 
a large chunk of the country. 


[Wells] And their task will be to report back at the end 
on what they have seen exactly? 


[Anafu] That is right. Their job will be to observe 
all aspects of the election, and the campaign, and the 
voting, and the counting, and to report back to the 
secretary general at the end of it. But what is the 
alternative if I may ask? For the war to continue and 
to hold the people of this country hostage? I have 
been involved in negotiations to try and bring the RUF 
(Revolutionary United Front] to the table. They haven't 
got anywhere. The real challenge, as I see it, is for 
the RUF to come to the table even now — to try and 
bring the RUF to the table. Whatever conditions they 
have can all be brought to the table and discussed. We 
have given them those assurances. We have even gone 
beyond that and said to them look: Our job is to make 
sure that if you come to the table you will have a fair 
chance of presenting your case and that we will work 
for a solution in which there is honor on all sides at 
the end of it. We have given them that assurance; still 
nothing doing. What is the alternative? 
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[Wells] But Dr. Anafu, with the war still going on, 
as you say, and only a limited number of people 
realistically being able to vote, who would any new 
government in Sierra Leone really represent? 


[Anafu] They will represent the people of Sierra Leone. 


(Wells) But only a very small number who are able to 
vote? 


[Anafu] Well, what do you make of the population 
of this country, if they have been able to register 1.5 
{million}, as I say, of a population which is — I think 
roughly — 4 million? It is quite... [pauses] It is not an 
insignificant figure. Is it? 


Sierra Leone: Political Parties Campaigning With 
Military Protection 

AB2302202896 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 23 Feb 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Political party leaders have 
not held back in their campaigning. They have been 
moving about the country in helicopters, even in the 
war zones of the south and east where the military have 
been busy stepping up security provisions to allow the 
campaigning and registration of voters to proceed. From 
Bo in southern Sierra Leone, Alhassan Sillah reports: 


(Begin Sillah recording) News of an armed attack by 
men in military uniforms on the main Freetown-Bo 
road, that led to one vehicle (7hit) and forced several 
other Freetown bound drivers to beat a hasty retreat 
back to Bo yesterday, was clearly overshadowed by 
frenetic political goings on here by both the Interim 
National Electoral Commission [INEC] and political 
parties themselves in preparation for Monday’s elections 
[26 February}. At INEC offices here, thousands of voters 
have been out at an ongoing exhibition mounted there 
where people are verifying whether their names have 
actually appeared on voters’ lists. [passage omitted] (end 
recording] 


Sierra Leone: Bio, National Reconciliation 
Committee Discuss Elections 


AB2302222696 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 23 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The chairman of the NPRC 
[National Provisional Ruling Council] and head of state, 
Brigadier General Julius Maada Bio, this morning (?in- 
ducted) the members of the newly established National 
Reconciliation Committee at a ceremony in State House. 
Addressing the members, the head of state reminded 
them that the purpose of setting up the committee is 
mainly to foster reconciliation and build bridges among 
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all sections of Sierra Leonean society with past and 
present politicians, civil servants, members of the forces, 
and with the general public. 


Brig. Gen. Bio told them they would be required to 
conduct judicial investigations on the causes of the 
conflict and distraught among the various sections of 
society, not forgetting the burdens and grievances also 
created by the war. The head of state noted that 
their recommendations must address these problems and 
create conditions for the building of an enduring peace, 
trust, and mutual respect in our society. 


On a more general note, Brig. Gen. Bio observed that 
as this weekend will be the final period for taking 
stock of the campaigns that the political parties have 
launched to capture our votes, we as a people should 
decide to reconcile with the past. The head of state said 
some people have said that reconciliation will be an 
Opportunity for the opening of old wounds, but in his 
estimation the wounds are already open and we have not 
healed them yet. He stressed that we can let bygones be 
bygones, but only when we have dealt seriously with 
the past, if not the past will come back to haunt and 
hurt us, he said. 


Brig. Gen. Bio encouraged all Sierra Leoneans to regard 
this chapter of our history as a period of mourning 
and allow ourselves to express our collective soul as 
a people who truly hold [words indistinct). Brig. Gen. 
Bio congratulated them and their varic us organizations 
and hoped that they would translate our dreams of a 
united Sierra Leone, of unity, freedom, and justice into 
concrete reality. 


On behalf of her colleagues, a member of the committee, 
Mrs. Geraldine William Safo, who is representing 
the all political-parties association, commended the 
chairman for what she called his unchallengeable trust in 
democracy and reconciliation in Sierra Leone. [passage 
omitted] 


Sierra Leone: Snags Reported in Paramount Chief 
Elections 


AB2402192796 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 24 reb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Special elections should al- 
ready have taken place in Sierra Leone for the para- 
mount chiefs who have reserved seats in the new par- 
liament. In the Southern Bo Region where the civil war 
has been at its fiercest, there had been some snags. As 
late as Wednesday [21 February], there was an ambush 
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on the main highway and there is disarray in the elec- 
tion of the chiefs. Alice Martin asked our reporter in 
Bo, Alhassan Sillah, what the problem was. 


(Begin recording] (Sillah) Today, principally, we were 
expecting for the paramount chieftaincy elections — 
I mean for paramount chiefs member of Parliament 
to have been held here this morning; but I just came 
back from the offices of the provincial secretary who 
incidentally is the presiding officer in that election and 
he told me that up until now, the voting materials have 
not arrived. Two districts in the south have already been 
voted for — that is by words indistinct] — both the 
paramount of chiefs of Bo and Pujehun Districts (words 
indistinct]. The other two for (?7Bonge) and Moyamba 
Districts are the ones that we still await. Nonetheless, 
the presiding officer tells me that if even the boxes arrive 
here at 4 o’clock, voting will still go ahead. 


{Martin} What is the significance of the paramount 
chiefs’ position in Parliament? How many of them 
would there be? 


[Sillah] Well, all across the country, we are expecting 
something like 12 paramount chiefs to sit in Parliament; 
and then, these are traditional rulers who the Constitu- 
tion has guaranteed their place in Parliament for the 
sake of the fact that it is expected that they would help 
woo their people in promoting government development 
programs. That’s basically why they are there. 


(Martin} Who exactly votes for paramount chiefs? 


(Sillah) Well, it is mainly chiefdom counselors and other 
elders who would go to a place and quietly cast their 
ballots and then it is all over. That is why when the 
presiding officer told me that if even the boxes arrive 
at four o’clock today, voting would still go on, that is 
understandable. Normally, that does not go with a lot 
of euphoria as against the general elections themselves 
here. 


[Martin] Now, there were a number of attacks just a 
couple of days ago. Have there been any fall-out from 
that? Have people begun arriving at the hospital at all 
in Bo? 


[Sillah] Well, yes indeed. Even this morning, I had a 
call to dash to the hospital where throngs of people 
were going, and what I discovered there was pretty 
nauseating, to say the least. I found three people, 
who had been chopped with machetes by the rebels, 
including one farmer who had the inscription on his 
back: RUF [Revolutionary United Front] surgeon says 
no elections on February 26. The young man told me 
that it was a razor that was used to print that kind of 
thing on his skin, and at [the] front of his chest was 
written the word, terror, with the same razor and then, 
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one other man, who was attacked alongside this fellow 
I mentioned earlier, he got two of his fingers chopped 
off from the right hand, and three more chopped off 
from the left. So, they [are] all there now, being taken 
into the emergency unit of the Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(Doctors Without Borders) unit here. 


(Martin) What kind of atmosphere has that created in 
the town as far as the elections are concerned? 


[Sillah] The mood I see here, quite honestly, is like 
if the hands of 100 people are chopped, then 100,000 
more will emerge to go [and] vote. It is clear, the 
determination of the people to go with the election 
Surpasses whatever form of terror the RUF would want 
to wage at this last moment. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone: Head of State, Electoral Body 
Finalize Election Plans 


AB2502191096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 25 Feb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] In Freetown tonight the head 
of state and the head of the Electoral Commission 
have been putting the final touches to the election 
preparations but however determined Sierra Leoneans 
are about going ahead with the elections tomorrow, 
other factors could still force in the eleventh hour 
postponement. Matthew Tostevin of REUTERS NEWS 
AGENCY telexed this report: 


International observers said Electoral Commission chief, 
James Jonah, had told them he was under pressure to 
cancel Monday’s [26 Feburary] poll for both security 
and logistical reasons. It is on a knife edge, said one 
observer, who asked not to be named. Embassies are 
on the phone to him right now telling him he must not 
cancel. It would be bad for him, it would be bad for 
Sierra Leone. 


Apart from the attack on Bo, attacks were also reported 
in Kenema District. Witnesses said it was not clear 
whether the attackers were renegade soldiers or rebels 
of the Revolutionary United Front, whose leaders are 
holding peace talks with the Freetown government in 
Ivory Coast. Election monitors and politicians said 
they are also concerned that equipment has not been 
delivered to the interior for the elections. Anmed Tadjan 
Kaba, leader of the Sierra Leone People’s Party, said the 
helicopter charter company with the task of delivering 
voting materials had been told not to fly. (Soros) Air 
Services is run by the brother of the head of state, 
Brigadier Julius Maada Bio. 


Party leaders went to see Bio on Sunday morning to 
express concern about security and logistics for the 
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presidential and parliamentary polls. Saturday’s voting 
by chiefdom councils for 12 paramount chiefs to sit in 
parliament did not go ahead in all areas. 


Despite a peace-before-elections campaign, which 
diplomats say was backed by the military government, 
most Sierra Leoneans say they want elections to go 
ahead to end nearly four years of military rule. Party 
vehicles drove around Freetown on Sunday exhorting 
supporters to vote, while state radio and Electoral 
Commission vehicles broadcast instructions on where 
to go to cast ballots. 


Sierra Leone: Elections Begin; RUF May Disturb 
Polls 


AB2602132496 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 26 Feb 96 


[From the "Network Africa" program hosted by Julian 
Marshall] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] In about half an hour, those 
Sierra Leoneans who are eligible will try to cast 
their votes. Try, because today’s election has been 
fraught with problems. There have been rumors of 
postponement, logistical difficulties with the distribution 
of ballot boxes and papers, and despite the cease- 
fire by RUF [Revolutionary United Front) rebels, the 
ever present threat of violence. And this brings in the 
question of the commitment of the National Ruling 
Provisional Council [as heard], the military government 
run by General Julius Maada Bio, to the electoral 
process. Nonetheless, the electoral commission says 
voting will go ahead. So, are there any circumstances 
under which they would consider calling it off now, I 
asked the electoral commissioner Amadu Fadludings: 


[Begin recording] [Fadludings) I would not consider 
calling off the elections at all unless things are so 
disrupted that we would not be able to move or to do 
anything. 


(Marshall] What arrangements do you have for those 
areas of Sierra Leone where people are, maybe for 
logistical reasons, unable to vote or are physically 
prevented from voting because of the tight security 
situation? 


(Fadludings] Some arrangements have been made for 
the ballot boxes to be pushed to where these [people] 
are because I was made to understand there was a certain 
area that the people were intimidated and got frightened, 
so they were all moving from village to another, but 
we are told that the ballot boxes will move with these 
people because they have all been registered, so that is 
the name of the game. As far as those who are detractors 
are concerned, that is it. You, see, they want to make 
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sure they can intimidate people, to make sure that we 
do not have the elections. 


[Marshall] So, Monday 26 February is the one of 
Opportunity in these election for Sierra Leoneans to vote. 


(Fadludings] Indeed, many people have never had a 
chance to vote in the past, and they are all looking 
forward to it, and in fact, there was a 98-year old man 
who said that he wants to be registered because he wants 
to cast his vote, it does not matter if they carry him on 
a wheelchair but, he wants to make sure he votes before 
he dies. I think when somebody talks like that, a man 
of that age, then you realize how serious it is for us to 
have this kind of freedom. [end recording] 


Well, on the eve of today’s elections, delegations of 
the military government and the RUF rebels began 
exploratory peace talks in Ivory Coast [Cote d'Ivoire], 
the first time the two sides have met in five years of 
conflict. The United Nations hopes that the two strands, 
elections and talks, will complement each other. But 
up until now, the RUF have always said that they do 
not want the elections to take place. So, I asked RUF 
spokesman in Abidjan, Mohamed Barrie, what position 
they have taken at yesterday’s talks: 


[Barrie] Well, we still do not want, just like we said, the 
elections. We do not want elections. We did not make 
any compromise over that. We said the elections are 
wrong for now. 


[Marshall] So, you do not want elections, would you 
be making efforts to stop those elections from going 
ahead? 


(Barrie) Yes. 


[Marshall] So, you would be attempting to disrupt the 
polling. 


[Barrie] Yes, that is what we will be trying to do. Yes, 
as best as we can. 


(Marshall] And what form will that disruption take? 


[Barrie] We will make sure we [words indistinct] and we 
make the country... [pauses] we take over the security 
of the country, that is it. It is going to be in our hands 
just like it has been, of course, most of the time, you 
know. But this time we are going to make sure we do 
not allow the access tht the military and the politicians 
have in the country. We are going to sort of restrict 
them. 


(Marshall) What will be your attitude towards a govern- 
ment that emerges from this electoral process? 


(Barrie) Well, if we do not support the election, def- 
initely, it follows, you know, I mean, that we are not 
going to cooperate with the result of the election. 
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(Marshall) And so, the politicians \.no are elected on 
Monday, you will not recognize. 


[Barrie] We will not negotiate with them. We will not 
recognize them. We think they are just using our people. 
They just are trying to blackmail our people in the 
country under this very difficult circumstances. It is not 
a free and fair election. It cannot be. 


[Marshall] So, what you are saying to the people of 
Sierra Leone is there is no point in casting your votes. 


(Barrie) I am saying if you want peace [words indistinct] 
the election to get peace, you know, they think it is 
going to lead to peace, then, they had better not waste 
their time. [end recording] 


Against the tough stand being taken by the rebels, is 
there any point in the elections going on at all? I 
asked Sierra Leone’s Foreign Minister Melvin Chilobah, 
part of the government delegation to the peace talks in 
Abidjan. 

(Begin recording) [Chilobah) The point is that the 
question of elections came up, it was a controversial 
issue, a couple weeks ago, and it was finally decided 
and I think, under the democratic process, the politicians 
feel that they can carry out the negotiations if they come 
to power. 


[Marshall] But you see, your impression and from 
discussions with the KUF, whatever their publicly- 
Stated position, is that they might come to terms with 
these elections, with the outcome of the elections, and 
continue to negotiate? 


[Chilobah} Yes, when we had our discussions today, 
in a very very good atmosphere, and in fact, when 
we started, we asked all observers and all non-Sierra 
Leoneans to leave us alone to discuss amongst our- 
selves. I think there is good will, provided the RUF is 
heard, provided that what ever government comes into 
power, [the RUF] talks to them, recognizes them. We 
are not definitely condoning any violence, you know, 
that they may undertake. We have pointed this out to 
them. 


{Marshall} The electoral commissioner has accused ele- 
ments within the government of attempting to sabotage 
the electoral process. What is your reaction to that? 


[Chilobah] ! do not know what elements you are 
referring to, but you mist realize that the government 
has insisted that election should go on. 


(Marshall] That may be your position, sir. But could it 
be that there are renegade elements within the military 
who are trying to frustrate the electoral process? 
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[Chilobah] As far as I am concerned, I am not aware 
that there are any factions that are trying to abort the 
elections. I am not aware of that. [end recording] 


So, what is the mood among those politicians contesting 
these elections? A short while ago, I contacted Claudia 
Marco Royce in Freetown: 


[Begin recording) [Royce] The party leaders that | 
spoke to late last night sounded remarkably confident 
Certainly, in comparison to how they sounded earlier on 
the day when they were expressing very grave concerns 
about those logistical aspects and security aspects of the 
elections. 


{Marshall] We have heard as well that the RUF has 
threatened to disrupt the elections. There are also 
Suspicions that some elements within the military are 
not too happy that they should go ahead. Have you had 
any indications that things might go too smoothly? 


(Royce) There have not been any such indications yet 
in Freetown and no reports during the night of anything 
{words indisiinct]. I do know that yesterday, there 
were reports from (Magbarka) in the northern province 
that there were worries that there have been certain 
incidents but no confirmed attacks. The people I spoke 
to, politicians and so, said they have received what 
they call adequate assurances from both military and 
poiice, that really everything will be done to maximize 
security, but of course, I think they are aware that there 
is certainly an element of risk, but they really just hoping 
for the best today. 


{Marshall} So, their saying that there are threats by the 
RUF to disrupt the elections, is going to deter people 
from coming out to cast their votes. 


[Royce] I would not say so. The mood generally I 
know both in Freetown and certainly in Bo, amongst 
the civilians, is that they very much want the votes, 
come what may. I mean, this is the first general elections 
since 1967 and the enthusiasm is great. People [words 
indistinct] foreigners say they have never seen a place 
$0 politically charged [words indistinct] very eager to 
exercise their votes, so I think they are expecting a good 
turnout. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone: Foreign Minister Interviewed on 
Peace Talks With Rebels 


AB2302223396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1830 GMT 23 Feb 96 


{From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [Passage omitted] The 
Sierra Leonean delegation in Abidjan is led by Foreign 
Minister Melvin Chalobah. Elizabeth Ohene asked him 
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who they expected to meet from the rebels on Sunday 
[25 February] 


[Begin recording) [Chalobah] Well, we do expect to 
have people with authority from the RUF [Revolution- 
ary United Front) because although this is a preliminary 
mission, contacts we are having with the RUF, we feel 
that they should send people that have some authority, 
so that although we are going to make the first con- 
tacts, we could be able to achieve some results, some 
positive results since everybody in Freetown and Sierra 
leone are waiting for us, to know exactly what we will 
achieve in this mission. 


{[Ohene] Now, what is on the agenda? 


(Chalobah] What is on the agenda is simply ... 
(Chalobah pauses] we will be talking about peace, we 
will be talking about cease-fire, we will be talking 
about the modalities of how to achieve peace and how 
to achieve cease-fire in our country so that we can end 
this conflict. 


[Ohene] Do you think the elections will come up for 
discussion? 


[Chalobah] I believe so. If you followed the discussions 
between our chairman and the rebels of the RUF, 
the topic of election was raised and the RUF was 
concerned about holding elections on the 26th because 
they expressed an intention of participating in the 
elections. But as you were aware, we had a consultative 
conference that had been held recently and the majority 
of participants in that conference decided that elections 
were to hold on the 26 February. 


[Ohene] So you are going to have a bit of difficulty 
{words indistinct] these talks since the elections are 
going to be starting the day after you start the talks 
in Abidjan? 

[Chalobah] Well, we still hope that we would be able 
to arrive at something. We are optimistic, we are going 
to discuss, we are going to negotiate with them, we are 
going to explain that the people have decided and we 
hope that we will be able to achieve something. 


[Ohene] Is there any possibility that if the RUF should 
insist that you should call off the elections before the 
talks continue, that you might be able to do that? 


{Chalobah] I think we will have to refer that, go 
back to Freetown or go back to Sierra Leone and see 
exactly what the consultative .... (Chalobah pauses) what 
the people feel. But you must realize that the people 
have decided. They have decided to hold elections on 
26 February. That decision has been accepted by the 
government. We only have a few days to go and if that 
point is brought up, we will again have to consider that. 
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[Ohene] Whether you are regarding these people, you 
are going to this meeting as talking with the enemy or 
what is it going to be like? 


{Chalobah] The RUF, they are Sierra Leoneans. We are 
brothers. We are going to talk like brothers belonging 
to the same family; and if we have problems, we should 
try to solve the problem as brothers between the family. 
I am not going to approach them as an enemy, I am 
going to approach them as brothers. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone: Government, Rebel RL’ egin Talks 
To End Fighting 


AB2502155896 Paris AFP in French 
1503 GMT 25 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Abidjan, 25 Feb (AFP) — 
Representatives of the Sierra Leone military junta and 
the rebel Revolutionary United Front [RUF] began talks 
in Abidjan today aimed at ending nearly five years of 
civil war, an AFP correspondent noted. These talks, the 
first since the rebellion was launched in March 1991, is 
taking place on the eve of presidential and legislative 
elections scheduled for 26 February in Sierra Leone 
which are expected to end four years of military regime. 


Both delegations met at 1430 at the Ivorian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. Those attending the meeting, apart 
from Ivorian Foreign Minister Amara Essy, are Berhanu 
Dinka, the special UN envoy in Freetown, as well as 
representatives of the OAU and International Alert, a 
British organization which specializes in the settlement 
of conflicts. 


The eight-man government delegation is led by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Charles Mbayo, member of the National 
Provisional Ruling Council, while the seven-man RUF 
delegation is led Mohammed Barrie, the RUF represen- 
tative in Cote d’Ivoire. Among the RUF representatives 
is Mrs. Agnes Deen Diallo, sister of the head of state, 
General Julius Maada Bio, who has defected to the side 
of the rebels, correspondents noted. [passage omitted] 


Sierra Leone: Ivorian Foreign Minister Chairs 
Government, RUF Meeting 


AB2502210296 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 25 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) A meeting between the Sierra 
Leone military junta and the armed rebellion represented 
by the Revolutionary United Front [RUF] opened this 
morning in Abidjan under the chairmanship of Ivorian 
Foreign Minister Amara Essy. Brice Dagou Zouzoua 
reports: 


[Begin recording) [Zouzoua] The RUF delegation ar- 
rived at the Air Transport and Liaison Group base under 
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the firm escort of the International Red Cross. Shortly 
after its arrival, Dr. Barrie, the RUF delegation leader, 
made a statement following which the RUF delegation 
members and the Sierra Leone Government represen- 
tatives met around the same table at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs under the chairmanship of Foreign Min- 
ister Amara Essy, who exhorted the two parties to move 
heaven and earth to succeed in resolving their country’s 
five-year fratricidal conflict. 


(Essy] This afternoon’s meeting can be described as 
historic, not only for Sierra Leone but also for our entire 
subregion. After five years of fratricidal struggle, this is 
the first time that a Sierra Leone Government delegation 
is sitting face-to-face with RUF representatives. 


This meeting, which is being held on Ivorian soil, has 
been made possible by the confidence that the different 
Sierra Leonean authorities — Brigadier General Julius 
Maada Bio and the RUF leader, Foday Sankoh — quite 
recently expressed in President Henri Konan Bedie, and 
in his ability to play the role of a catalyst in the search 
for peace in Sierra Leone. 


Today’s preliminary contact should enable the parties 
to envisage taking certain actions likely to create an 
atmosphere of trust suitable for all peaceful negotiations. 
For example, a cease-fire ordered by the parties as 
a first step toward the establishment of any peace 
accord would be the evident proof in the eyes of 
the international community that our Sierra Leonean 
brothers are really committed to a real peace process. 
We are seriously encouraging them on this path. 


[Zouzoua] By the time the curtain falls on this historic 
meeting in Abidjan, at the end of which a final com- 
munique will be issued, it is fitting to point out the 
openmindedness of the two delegation heads. Colonel 
Charles Bayo, member of the governing council of state, 
a sort of number two man in the regime, and the RUF’s 
Dr. Barrie, have promised to engage in sincere and frank 
discussions to reach an accord. The representatives of 
the OAU secretary general, the United Nations, and In- 
ternational Alert, who took an active part in the suc- 
cess of this summit, expressed the wish that this his- 
toric meeting will not remain a dead letter and will be 
followed by salutary decisions for the return of peace 
to Sierra Leone. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone: Military Junta, RUF Suspend Peace 
Talks Until 28 Feb 


AB2602090096 Abidjan Radio Cote d’Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
0700 GMT 26 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Sierra Leonean military 
junta and Revolutionary United Front [RUF] rebels sus- 


FBIS-AFR-96-038 
26 February 1996 


pended their preliminary discussions in Abidjan yester- 
day evening. After more than seven hours of discus- 
sions, which began early in the afternoon, both sides 
decided to resume their meeting in Yamoussoukro on 
28 February. The communique that sanctioned the dis- 
Cussions says the RUF demanded that the ongoing elec- 
toral process be interrupted. Presidential and legislative 
elections were expected to take place today to put an 
end to four years of military rule. However, it is not 
known whether the elections wili actually take place, 
since until yesterday it had been feared that they might 
be canceled or postponed. 


Meanwhile, the RUF rebels have continued their attacks 
against many towns in the country. Reports say that 
about 10 people were killed during yesterday’s fighting 
in the southern, eastern, and northern part of the country. 


Sierra Leone: Communique Issued on Government, 
RUF Talks 


AB2602141096 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 1305 GMT 26 Feb 96 


(Unattributed communique issued at the end of talks be- 
tween the Sierra Leonean Government and Revolution- 
ary United Front delegation in Abidjan on 25 February 
— read by announcer] 


([FBIS Translated Text) Anxious to restore peace, 
progress, and stability in their country, the Sierra 
Leonean Government and Revolutionary United Front 
[RUF] delegations met in Abidjan on 25 February 
to see how they could initiate constructive dialogue 
in order to put an end to the conflict. Guided by the 
initial impetus given by General Julius Maada Bio 
and Corporal Foday Sankoh, their respective leaders, 
the meeting was held in a cordial atmosphere of 
understanding, trust, and mutual respect. The two sides 
gave their stand on the following essential points: 


The RUF called for the suspension of the electoral 
process in order to lay down the foundation for a better 
democratic future in Sierra Leone. The government 
delegation, on its part, pointed out that the process that 
led to the holding of the election was a decision made 
by the people during the two consultative conferences, 
and that it was not advisable to hold up the process in 
the present situation. Furthermore, the Sierra Leonean 
Government called for a cessation of hostilities to create 
a conducive atmosphere for future negotiations. 


Encouraged by the progress made during the initial dis- 
Cussions, the two sides agreed to continue the negotia- 
tions in Yamoussoukro on 28 February to examine fun- 
damental issues, including the democratization process, 
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the cessation of hostilities, and the timetable for the ne- 
gotiations. The two sides expressed their sincere grati- 
tude and appreciation to His Excellency President Henri 
Konan Bedie, the government, and the people of Cote 
d’Ivoire for the hospitality offered to the delegations, 
as well as the great efforts made toward the organiza- 
tion of this first historic meeting. They also expressed 
their gratitude to the international community, particu- 
larly the United Nations, the OAU, International Alert, 
and member states of the Economic Community of West 
African States for their contribution toward the holding 
of the preliminary discussions. 


Issued in Abidjan at the Foreign Ministry Conference 
Hall on 25 February. 


Sierra Leone: Two Reported Killed in Army, Rebel 
RUF Clashes at Bo 


AB2502190796 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 25 Feb 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] There has been fighting today 
in Sierra Leone’s second city, Bo, on the eve of sched- 
uled multiparty elections, which have been bedeviled 
by the ongoing rebel war. Some elements in the Sierra 
Leone military are believed to be against the idea of 
holding elections at all until a peace deal can be reached 
with the RUF [Revolutionary United Front] rebels, and 
this morning gunfire broke out in Bo. On the line, Tom 
Porteous asked our reporter Alhassan Sillah what hap- 


pened. 


[Begin recording] (Sillah] Well, between 0730 and 0745 
this morning, residents of Bo heard loud bursts of 
gunfire and several explosions and by the time we knew 
what was happening we saw people with bits and pieces 
of their belongings running toward town. The explosion 
itself happened not too far from town and around an area 
known as New London that connects the main airfield 
and an area known as Patrol-on-the-Wheels. 


[Porteous] Were there any reports of casualties in this 
fighting? 


[Sillah}] Well, one senior Red Cross official told me that 
he has seen workers pick up two bodies. I mean, these 
were believed to have been hit by stray bullets. One 
of them was a 10-year-old boy who was killed by the 
explosion. Another was bleeding profusely on his way 
to the hospital, and I gather that that person has also 
died. 
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(Porteous) Any idea who was responsible for the 
shooting? Who were these men in uniform? 


[Sillah] Well, it’s difficult to say really, but if you ask an 
ordinary citizen here, he will tell you without hesitation 
that this was a thing being carried out by the government 
Army. People still believe that even at this last moment, 
elements within the Army who do not want the elections 
to go ahead — elections that are scheduled for tomorrow 
— you know, are trying a kind of last resort in trying 
to disrupt the elections. They did show demonstrations _ 
of their anger by.... [Sillah pauses] Even the vehicle of 
the brigade commander here, Colonel Tom Peru, was 
pelted with stones this afternoon. 


[Porteous] Have the military authorities made any 
statement? 


[Sillah] Well, not exactly a statement. I think one thing 
that succeeded in defusing the tension as it were was 
the boldness of the secretary of state who came into the 
crowd, you know, and he sang and danced with them 
before he called them to order and said: Gentlemen, 
what I think we should do is to mobilize and fight the 
common enemy. He asked them not to have any doubt 
that these actions that were going on this morning were 
actions being carried out by Revolutionary United Front 
rebels, but as I say, I mean, all of these have failed 
to convince the civilian population here, and it is their 
firm belief that what happened this morning was carried 
out by elements of the military who want to see these 
elections not to go ahead. 


[Porteous] According to you, do you think that the 
security situation in Bo at the moment is such that 
elections could take place? 


[Sillah] That’s a million dollar question. Nobody knows 
as at now [as heard) — given the humiliation the 
military have gone through — what is on their mind 
but the youth here are determined. In fact, when they 
Sang into my cassette, all they sang was that we want 
elections, come what may, come rain, come shine. No 
amount of RPG’s (Rocket-propelled grenades] will stop 
us, and things like that. I am sure, I mean.... [Sillah 
pauses] We only pray that they reach an understanding 
with the military and other leaders here so that the youth 
themselves help complement the efforts of the military 
in fending off the common enemy. When that happens, 
there is absolutely no doubt that elections will go on 
here as scheduled and they will be free from violence. 
[end recording] 
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